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WRESTLING'S BEST 


Three Great Magazines Bring You 36 Issues Of Wrestling Action And Excitement E very Year! 


PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED @usisnea monny) 


The acknowledged leader in wrestling journalism, Pro Wrestling Illustrated is packed with exciting 
stories and action photos. Each issue brings you all the latest news of the wrestling world, and the 
annual ‘Year-End Awards Issue” provides a unique and incisive view of the past 12 months, plus a 
chance for you to voice your opinions on the year’s top wrestlers and achievements in our special 
fan poll. 

Special Features In PWI: Each issue contains a spectacular FULL-COLOR centerfold, plus 
career biography, of one of wrestling’s biggest stars .. . Each 
issue’s ‘Press Conference” brings you a probing interview with 
one of wrestling’s top names . . . ‘‘Scouting Report” provides a no- 
holds-barred analysis of six top stars’ strengths and weaknesses 
... Wrestling Enquirer” brings you the up-to-the-minute news as 
of presstime . . . “Arena Report” brings you match results from 
around the wrestling world . .. Award-winning columns from 
wrestling’s most respected staff of independent journalists . . . 
Comprehensive ratings, plus a special page of ‘Ratings Analysis” 
... All this and more—every month! 


THE LEADER IN WRESTLING JOURNALISM 
On Sale The Last Tuesday Of Every Month 


INSIDE WRESTLING eusishea monn) 


“The magazine that rips the lid off pro wrestling” works hard and digs deep to uncover the behind- 
the-scenes stories you want to read. Each month, Inside Wrestling brings you exclusive coverage of 
the most volatile topics and issues in professional wrestling today. 

Special Features In Inside Wrestling: The famous ‘‘Hotseat" interview, an exclusive discussion 
with one of wrestling’s top stars . . . ‘One on One," in which two archrivals meet to voice their 
hatred . . . Exclusive Top 15 ratings in seven important categories . . . ‘Roll Call Of Champions’’— 
the most comprehensive championship directory available anywhere . . . Award-winning columns 
from the best wrestling writers in the world . . . ‘Where Are They Now?” updates the whereabouts 
of four top wrestlers . . . “Capsule Profile” provides a mini-biography plus full-page pinup of a major 
mat star. . . All this and more—every month! 

THE MAGAZINE THAT RIPS THE LID OFF PRO WRESTLING 

On Sale The First Tuesday Of Every Month 


THE WRESTLER (eurishea month) 


The magazine that has thrilled wrestling fans for two generations remains lively, informative, and 
up-to-date. The Wrestler has more full-length articles packed into every monthly issue than any 
other wrestling magazine available anywhere. A member of the Victory Sports Series of magazines. 
Special Features In The Wrestler: ‘Correspondents Reports” provides eyewitness coverage of 
major matches coast to coast . . . “Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down” tells you who in wrestling deserves 
praise and who deserves abuse . . . Each issue contains an exclusive ‘‘Q & A” interview with one 

of your favorite wrestlers . . , A special ‘‘Introducing” feature highlights an up-and-coming mat star 
every issue . . . “You Asked Us’’ allows your favorite wrestlers a chance to answer YOUR 

questions . .. “Beyond The Squared Circle,” a bimonthly feature, offers exclusive candid photos of 
your favorite stars . . . All this and more—every month! 

THE MOST RESPECTED WRESTLING MAGAZINE FOR TWO GENERATIONS 

On Sale The First Tuesday Of Every Month 

I Special Triple-Crown Offer: 12 Issues Of Pro Wrestling Illustrated plus 12 Issues Of Inside Wrestling plus 12 issues of The Wrestler—36 “a 


action-packed magazines—for only $42, an incredible savings of more than $23 off the newsstand price! It’s like getting three ! 
subscriptions for the price of two! 


Please enter my combination subscription for 12 issues of Pro Wrestling Illustrated, 12 issues of Inside Wrestling, and 
12 issues of The Wrestler— a total of 36 big magazines. | am enclosing $42 (U.S. FUNDS ONLY) as payment in full. 


MAKE CHECK PAYABLE AND SEND TO: oO NEW 


TV SPORTS 36 Magazines 
Box 48 (] RENEWAL For Only $42! 


Rockville Centre, NY 11571 
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You’ve heard about them . . 
about them. . 
yourself! Japanese women wrestlers are 


acrobatic—and vicious—competitors in 


_ sensational videotapes bring the dynamic 
action of Japanese women’s wrestling 


. you've read 
. NOw you can see them for 


among the most agile, athletic, 


the entire mat world. Now, two 


into your own home! 


Sample The 
Excitement! 


Jaguar Yokota, The Crush Girls, 


Devil Masami, The Jumping Bomb 
Angels, Dump Matsumoto—these 
are the legends of Japanese 
women’s wrestling. They’re all here, 


Slant-Eyed Slaughter 


(running time: approximately 70 minutes) 


® Wendi Richter & “Devil” Masami vs. 
Ayumi ‘‘Jumbo”’ Hori & Okumura 

® Nancy Kumi vs. Lucy Kayama 

® Monster Ripper & ‘‘Devil’’ Masami 
vs. Ayumi “Jumbo” Hori & Mimi 
Hagiwara 

@ ‘Jaguar’ Rimi Yokota vs. Tarantula 
®@ “Crush Girl” Lioness Asuka vs. 
“Crush Girl” Chigusa Nagayo 


Special Magazine Offer: 

In the past, you might have expected to spend upwards of $59.95, 
$69.95, or more for tapes of this quality. But now, for a limited time only, 
you'can order Slant-Eyed Slaughter and Riot Of The Rising Sun for 

the special low price of only $29.95 each (plus $3.00 postage and 


handling). Witness all the 


excitement and thrills of Japanese 1 


women’s wrestling—in your own 
home. 


SPECIAL NOTE: These tapes, distributed by 
Powersports Video in association with American 
Video, are being sold exclusively for a limited 
time only in the United States by T.V. Sports. 
Both tapes include English play-by-play 


commentary recorded alongside the original 
Japanese commentary and crowd noise. While 
the English commentary is poor, the action level 
and match quality of these bouts more than 
makes up for it. We're convinced you'll be 
completely satisfied by these programs. 


television, include the kind of action 


They include complete matches, not 


and more—including American 


superstar Wendi Richter. These 
matches, direct from Japanese 


Riot Of The Rising Sun 


(running time: approximately 70 minutes) 


@ Yukari Omori & Ayumi “Jumbo” Hori 
vs. Noriyo Tateno & Itysuki Yamasaki— 
“The Jumping Bomb Angels” 

® Masked You & Kaoru “Dump” 
Matsumoto vs. Lioness Asuka & 

Chigusa Nagayo—“The Crush Girls” 

® “Jaguar” Rimi Yokota vs. Las Galactia 
@ “Jaguar” Rimi Yokota vs. ‘“‘Devil’’ 
Masami 


that, until now, only satellite dish 
owners or Japanese fans could 

enjoy. These tapes are certain to 

become valued collectors’ items. 


match excerpts! 
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Make check or money order payable and send to: 
TV SPORTS 
BOX 48 


ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 ac ga iol ahs be 
; ant-Ey aughter 
| am enclosing $32.95 ($29.95 plus $3.00 postage Cl Riot Of The Rising Sun 


and handling) -U.S. FUNDS ONLY- for each tape 


| am Ordering, (SORRY—VHS orders only) 


Name: 
Address: 


City: State:: 2 Zip: 
For all orders except U.S. and Canada, you must add $2.00 for each tape ordered for boat mail, and $3.00 for each tape 
ordered for air mail. U.S. funds only. Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 
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FIRST CLASS! 


A combination subscription to Wrestling 88 and Wrestling Superstars brings you eight quality quarterlies 
every year. 


When you subscribe, you will receive a 
package of two magazines every three 
months (a total of eight pet year). Here’s 
what a “First Class Subscriber’ will get: 


@ Four issues per year of wrestling’s full- 
color magazine, Wrestling 88, the 
magazine printed on slick paper, 
illustrated with the finest color 


photographs available anywhere, and AN VEN oat MATCH: pie 
written by the world’s best wrestling The War of a 
journalists! 


@ Four issues per year of the only 
magazine with the full-color “Action 
», Gallery,” Wrestling Superstars, the 

~ magazine that takes a close-up look at 
wrestling’s biggest stars. 


Four issues of Wrestling 88 plus four issues of Wrestling Superstars for just $15.00, a savings of $5.00 
off the newsstand price! Each issue is delivered to your door in a protective manila envelope! 


| Want To Go First Class. Please enter my joint subscription for Wrestling 88 and Wrestling Superstars— 
A total of eight big issues per year. | enclose $15 -U.S. FUNDS ONLY- as payment in full. 


(Offer good in U.S. and Canada. All other countries $21.) 
Please allow up to twelve weeks before you receive your first issue. 
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SEXY? A RUDE CHOICE 

| just read your special section 
“Wrestling’s Sexiest Superstar” (Win- 
ter 1988). Rick Rude? What a joke! I’d 
just as soon vote for my dog! 

Lex Luger got my vote. He has the 
best-built body in wrestling. Have 
you ever seen Rude execute a back- 
breaker or win a test of strength? 

| just melt like butter when | see 
Luger’s long blond hair, blue eyes, 
and tanned body. 

So quit knocking Lex and give him 
the credit he deserves. 

JOYCE OLSON 
Astoria, OR 


Rick Rude shows off his body (and his Cheryl Roberts tights). Reader Jennifer Wick thinks 


Every one of the wrestlers in your 
“Wrestling’s Sexiest Superstar” top 
20 deserved to be there—except 
one. That one was none. other than 
Rick Rude, the winner of the fan 
poll! 

| don’t know what kind of woman 
(or man, for that matter) considers 
Rick Rude a sexy human being. At 
best, Rude is slimy, poorly groomed, 
tattooed, and hairy. His smile is 
crooked and never pleasant, his eyes 
are dull and colorless, and his body 
is oddly proportioned. 

To me, a sexy wrestler would com- 
bine the body of Kerry Von Erich, 


Rude is anything but ‘‘Wrestling’s Sexiest Superstar.’’ 
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Send Letters To: 
FAN FORUM 
WRESTLING SUPERSTARS 


BOX 48 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, 
NY 11571 


the eyes of Lex Luger, and the cool 

Latin savvy of Al Perez. The only 

thing my dream man would have 

from Rick Rude is gall—he has 
enough to spare. 

JENNIFER. WICK 

Philadelphia 


AN ERUDITE OBSERVER 
As more than a casual observer of 
the wrestling game for over 20 years, 
| feel that some disturbing develop- 
ments need to be pointed out. 
First, | have noticed that today’s 
champions (with the exception of 
NWA World champion Ric Flair) are 
not of the caliber commensurate 
with the title “world champion.” 
What we have is a proliferation of 
pseudo-champions who are not fully 
skilled in the art of grappling. It is 
my opinion that today’s champion 
could not hold a candle to Fritz Von 
Erich or Bruno Sammartino, two 
great champions from yesteryear. 
How about a little consistency? | 
love your magazine, but | just wish 
you would give Ric Flair credit for 
what he truly is: today’s greatest 
champion and perhaps the greatest 
athlete to ever don the tights. 
Second, | feel that some mention 
needs to be made concerning the 
rulebreaking perpetrated by the so- 
called “good guys.” It seems accept- 


tler is cheered for using “weapons” 
in the ring; Duggan should not be 
cheered, either. 
| commend him for being able to 
rise to the top of wrestling even after 
being suspended. But if he wants to 
set an example for the youth of 
America, he should do so without 
relying on a piece of wood. Good 
wrestlers prove themselves by wres- 
tling, not by knocking their oppo- 
nents unconscious with a foreign 
object. 
MARIANNE RYAN 
Chicago 


[ am writing concerning your 
negative article on “Hacksaw” Jim 
Duggan. You editors wanted us to 
look, think, and stop cheering for 
him. Why? | would never consider 
not cheering for him. | am thrilled 
that he is so popular, and | hope 
someday he will be World and Inter- 
continental champion. 

In the incident to which you refer, 
Andre the Giant had an illegal hold 


Le at on Duggan. Hacksaw had every right 
Ric Flair pulls Steve Williams back in the ring. In the opinion of Dr. Thomas Myers, Flairis  t4 knock Andre out. You have to get 
the greatest champion today—and maybe the best ever. (Continued on page 50) 


able when these darlings of the fans 
ignore the rules of the sport. Howev- 
er, when the acknowledged rule 
breakers are true to their monicker, 
everyone cries “foul!” — That's 
hypocrisy. 
DR. THOMAS MYERS 
Waco, TX 


TWO VIEWS ON DUGGAN 

| agree with your Winter 1988 arti- 
cle “Shame On You: Stop Cheering 
For Hacksaw Duggan!”. | find myself 
appalled by his actions and frustrat- 
ed with the fans who support him 
so enthusiastically. If he’s as tough 
as he claims to be, why on Earth 
must he use a 2x4 to defend 
himself? 

If he finds it necessary to bring 
the 2x4 with him, he should leave it 
on the apron and refrain from using 
it to bully his opponents. Unfortu- 
nately, Duggan often uses it to chase 


his opponents out of the ring or Some consider Hacksaw Duggan’s 2x4 an illegal weapon, while others believe that he 
even secure victories. No other wres- needs it to defend himself from his opponents’ illegal maneuvers. 
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ORMER NWA WORLD champi- 
on Ronnie Garvin has signed a 
contract with the WWF and is sched- 
uled to start there in late December. 
Garvin, who currently holds the AWA 
TV belt, agreed to finish his commit- 
ments with the AWA and the World 
Wrestling Council. 
“| don’t care about the belt,” Gar- 
vin said in an exclusive interview with 
Wrestling Superstars. “The only thing 


The “Man With The Hands Of Stone,” Ronnie Garvin, has signed with the WWF. Garvin 
currently holds the AWA TV title, which he was scheduled to defend at SuperClash Ill. 


that counts to Ronnie Garvin is mon- 
ey, and I’m going where the money 
is. Maybe I'll win a title in the WWF, 
maybe | won't, but I’m sure as heck 
gonna get rich. As for my TV title, 
Greg Gagne can have it back if he 
wants it. | don’t need it anymore.” 
When pressed, however, Garvin 
admitted that he’d like to become the 
first man since Buddy Rogers to win 
both the NWA and WWF World titles. 


“That would be a great honor, worthy 
of my stature in the sport,” Garvin 
said. 

Rogers was NWA champion in 
1961 and WWF champion when the 
federation was first formed in 1963. 
Garvin held the NWA World title for 
two months late last year. 

Having nearly beaten The Midnight 
Express to a pulp on October 29 in 
New Orleans to win their first NWA 
World tag team title, The Road War- 
riors are now prepared to defend the 
belts against several top contenders, 
including the Midnights and the pow- 
erful duo of Sting and Lex Luger. 

But Paul E. Dangerously may have 
lent the Warriors a helping hand re- 
cently when he challenged the Mid- 
nights to a series of matches on be- 
half of Dennis Condrey and Randy 
Rose, the original Midnight Express. 
Condrey and Rose, former AWA 
World tag champions, are hoping to 
answer a question they feel is ex- 
tremely important: who is the real 
Midnight Express? 

“That question is very easy to an- 
swer,” said Dangerously. ‘Dennis 
and Randy were members of The 
Midnight Express long before Lane 
and Eaton came along. There is only 
one Midnight Express; Lane and Ea- 
ton simply stole the name.” 

Cornette, on the other hand, feels 
the question is moot. 

“Beautiful? Bobby and ‘Sweet’ 
Stan call themselves The Midnight 
Express, so that settles things,’ he 
said. ‘‘In this great country of ours, a 
person is free to call himself whatev- 
er he wants. | say we’re The Mid- 
night Express, Mama says we’re The 
Midnight Express, and that’s all I’m 

(Continued on page 62) 


BECOME A SUBSCRIBER! 

Since 1979, the undeniable leader in wrestling journalism has been 

Pro Wrestling Illustrated. Subscribe now and never miss an issue of the 
sport’s most respected magazine. Wrestling is the only sport with non-stop 
action the whole year round, and nobody covers the action better than 
PWi. 


12 BIG ISSUES A YEAR 

PWIs award-winning staff is always on the scene where the action is, 
providing the most complete coverage of the sport available anywhere. 
From the great staff of writers through the dramatic peak-action 
photographs to the magnificent full-color pinup, PW brings wrestling from 
the arena into your home. 


FULL-COLOR PINUP 

Each issue of PWi contains a spectacular FULL-COLOR PINUP of one of 
wrestling’s greatest superstars, plus an in-depth career biography of that 
wrestler. They are worth the price of a subscription by themselves! 


SUBSCRIBERS SAVE MONEY 

A year’s subscription to PWI—12 big issues—is only $22. And that 
includes the higher-priced special magazines such as the color-packed 
“SuperCards”’ issue and the sensational year-end awards issue. It’s an 
unbeatable deal! You save over $5 off the newsstand price, and you have 
every issue delivered directly to your door in a protective manila envelope. 
Don’t delay—subscribe today! 


Send To: eerie 1] New [ Renewal 12 BIG ISSUES ONLY $22.00 


ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 A SAVINGS OF OVER $5.00! 


Yes, I’m ready for all the action and excitement of wrestling’s greatest magazine! Please enter my subscription 
for the next 12 issues of Pro Wrestling Illustrated. | am enclosing $22.00 (U.S. FUNDS ONLY) as payment in full. 


NAME 


ADDRESS APT. 
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(U.S. FUNDS ONLY. Offer good in U.S. and Canada only. All other countries $27.00.) 
Please allow up to eight weeks before you receive your first issue. 
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Jerry Lawler: “I've finally done it! I've 
beaten Kerry Von Erich to unify the 
AWA and World Class titles! And I’m 
not going to stap there! I'll still wrestle 
anyone—anywhere, anytime! In fact, 
I'd like to use this forum to formally 
challenge—although I’ve done this be- 
fore—Ric Flair and Randy Savage to ti- 
tle-unification matches. | ~ believe 
strongly in this. There should only be 
one champion, and that champion is 
me!” 


Iceman Parsons: ‘Let me just tell every- 
body one thing. | am the World Class 
Texas champion, and if that old rooty- 
poot Kendall Windham thinks he can 
take the title away from me, he’s dead 
wrong. Actually, he’s just dead: And let 
me tell you another thing, shorty, Ker- 
ry Von Erich is a disgusting gutter bun- 
ny. His bro Kevin is a barefooted freak. 
In fact, the entire Von Erich family is 
about to be swatted down by the Sa- 
moans and frozen by the Iceman!” 
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Greg Gagne: ‘I've heard this talk for 
too long. Well, let me just explain my- 
self to all of the fans out there: Greg 
Gagne is not finished in wrestling! 
Sure, | lost the TV title to Ronnie Gar- 
vin, but that doesn’t mean I’m not go- 
ing to make every effort to get it back! 
| once had a lot of respect for Ronnie 
Garvin, but not anymore. | know | can 
beat him. And | don’t have to use 
foreign objects like he does!” 


Le 


Eddie Gilbert: ‘There is only one rea- 
son | am in the NWA and that’s to 
destroy, The Varsity Club. When | saw 
Kevin Sullivan and Mike Rotundo 
break the leg of my friend Jimmy Gar- 
vin, | knew that The Road To Birming- 
ham tourney didn’t mean squat com- 
pared to defending an old friend. | 
used to be Rick Steiner’s manager, but 
he abandoned me under highly suspi- 
cious circumstances. I'll make him pay 
for snubbing my. managerial skills!” 


Lex Luger: “Ric Flair has cheated, he’s 
lied, and he’s run away from me in 
order to keep his NWA World title. 
Well, he can run no more. I'll find 
him, and when | do, the only blood 
that anyone will see will be coming 


‘from his head, not mine! To think that 


| had that lowlife in my backbreaker. 
Anyone who was within 20 miles of 
the arena could hear his screams! | 
had him beat. Next time, he won't be 
so Jucky!”” 


Sting: “ Owwwww! Usually when | yell 
that it’s because | get so excited dur- 
ing a match. This time, I’m doin’ it 
because I’m really in pain at what The 
Road Warriors did to me. Of course, 
they didn’t hurt my body, but they 
hurt my sense of fair play. They had 
no reason to turn against me or Dusty 
Rhodes. | don’t know what their prob- 
lem is, but you can be sure I’m going 
to do everything in my power to see 
that they pay for what they did to me! 
Owwwww!”” 


Buddy Roberts: ‘Well, | waited, and | 
waited, and | waited some more, and 
they never came back. Now I’m sick of 
waiting. If Michael Hayes and ‘Bamm 
Bamm’ Gordy want to stop being Von 
Erich pawns, I'll take them back. But 
it’s clear that those wimps are going to 
stay wimps. So now | have a new team 
of Freebirds. With the Samoan Swat 
team and Iceman Parsons, we should 
have no problem destroying the Von 
Erichs—the original goal of The 
Freebirds!”” 


Dick Slater: “To hell with the fans. To 
hell with everybody! My new buddies, 
Terminator and Johnny Ace, have of- 
fered me a big mountain of green to 
get that fat. slob U.S. Steele out of 
wrestlin’. Well, I’d be crazy as a loon 
not to try to grab me all o’ that mon- 
ey. Plus, that snot-nosed punk, Dustin 
Rhodes, is going around sayin’ his ugly 
daddy beat me back in the '70s. Well, 
I'm gonna end the career of that big 
moose before it even starts.” 


& 


Paul E, Dangerously: “Look out NWA, 
I'm coming in! That’s right, I’m bring- 
ing my ‘Original’ Midnight Express to 
the NWA to take apart Jim Cornette’s 
pathetic imitation team. There is only 
one original and | have it. Dennis Con- 
drey and Randy Rose have forgotten 
more, about wrestling than Stan Lane 
and Bobby Eaton will ever know. That 
is, if they hang around Jim Cornette 
any longer! He can’t teach them 
anything!” 


Wendi Richter: “As far as I'm con- 
cerned, Madusa Miceli is the worst ex- 
cuse for a women’s champion. that 
wrestling has ever seen. The only rea- 
son she beat Candi Divine for the title 
in the first place is because Nick Kinis- 
ki interfered for her. Then, when | fi- 
nally got a match with her, Paul Dia- 
mond and Pat Tanaka came running 
into the ring right when | had her 
pinned. This woman is nothing with- 
out having men saving her butt. Her 
title reign is on borrowed time.” 


ry 
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Dan Davis: ‘Dammit, doc, be more 
careful, that’s glass you're pulling out 
of my head. Now, where was |? Oh 
yeah, | cannot believe that | was ever 
in a successful tag team with Ken 
Wayne: The war we're having is brutal. 
| pinned him fair and square and he 
attacks me with a soda bottle! And this 
from a former teammate! Ow! Hey, 
make those stitches extra tight, doc, | 
have to face Wayne again soon, and 
he may bring a chainsaw into the ring 
this time!” 


Ron Simmons: ‘This past year was a 
really big one for me. | had my foot- 
ball uniform retired by Florida State 
University. That's really the biggest 
honor any athlete can hope to attain. 
Now, with my alma mater to inspire 
me, I’ve got two goals for the coming 
year. First, | want to help stamp out 
drug abuse in our great country. Then, 
| want to win the NWA World title 
from Ric Flair. The way | feel now, 
there's nothing the fans and | can’t 
accomplish.” 
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Every issue, Wrestling Superstars will examine a different hold or 
maneuver, analyzing its effectiveness in the best way possible—by 
allowing the wrestler who uses it to explain it in his own words. These are 
potentially dangerous and crippling moves and should be left to the pro 
rings—don’t try these at home! 


STEPOVER TOEHOLD 


By Ronnie Garvin 


ANY OF YOU know me as the “‘Man With The 

Hands Of Stone,” and rightfully so. Even my ene- 
mies agree that I have the most lethal fists in the sport. But 
over a long and successful career, I have used whatever 
means are at my disposal to win. I’ve found that one of my 
more effective holds is the stepover tochold. 

The hold takes only a few minutes to learn, but a lifetime 
to master. To do it right, you not only have to know the 
proper way to execute it, you have to know the proper time 
for its use, the condition of your opponent, and your own 
condition. There are a lot of variables involved that younger 
wrestlers either forget or are too impatient to learn. 

For example, I rarely use the hold early in the match. 
Sure, I’ll have plenty of power to put enough pressure on 
my opponent’s leg, but most likely he’ll have enough stami- 
na that early to resist it. 

If I wait until late in the match, especially in bouts that 
last more than 30 minutes, I won’t have enough energy to 
make the hold as effective as I would like. But that depends 
on my opponent, too. If he’s really exhausted and sapped 
of strength, the hold will probably work. 

Then, of course, I look at my opponent before the match 
and try to decide how well the hold will work on him. The 
criteria isn’t necessarily big legs; a lot of guys with huge leg 
muscles have weak ankles, which is the key. Somebody like 
Ric Flair doesn’t have the most tremendous physique, but 
he has great tendon strength, which is a good defense 
against the stepover toehold. , 

What it all boils down to is that the toehold is an excel- 
lent submission hold. Dory Funk Jr., a master of the hold, 
modified it into a spinning toehold and won the NWA 
World title with it. If something works, you stick with it, 
and the stepover toehold certainly works. 0 


Ronnie Garvin expertly demonstrates the 
stepover toehold. Ric Flair is the unwilling 
victim 


SUPERSTAR DREAM MATCH 
STING VS.ULTIMATE WARRIOR 


COMPARING THE COMBATANTS 


STING 
Sting stands 6’2” tall and weighs in at 260 pounds ... Is in his third year as 
a pro, having broken in at the same time as The Ultimate Warrior ... Has 
never won a singles title, but is the number-one contender to Barry Wind- 
ham’s U.S. heavyweight championship ... Three best moves: scorpion 
leglock, stinger splash, between-the-ropes dive ... Biggest strength: an 
outstanding athlete with tremendous aerial skills ... Biggest weakness: 
relies too much on power. 


ULTIMATE WARRIOR 
WWF Intercontinental champion Ultimate Warrior stands 6’ tall and weighs 
in at 280 pounds ... Is in his third year as a pro ... Captured the 
Intercontinental title by defeating The Honky Tonk Man in 31 seconds on 
August 29, 1988, at New York’s Madison Square Garden ... Three best 
moves: gorilla press and slam, big splash to the back, clothesline ... 
Biggest strength: incredible power and determination .. . Biggest weakness: 
scientific repertoire and unproven stamina. 
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FRIENDSHIP, STRONG and _ inviolable, had 

been replaced by a bitter and impenetrable hatred. 
Enemies raged where brothers once stood. Had there ever 
been a match of this awful magnitude? Had such grim 
and dark loathing ever so thoroughly discolored a friend- 
ship? Reporters scanned the years for comparisons .. . 
the great Shea Stadium Salt battle between Bruno Sam- 


martino and Pedro Morales in ’72? ... The mid-’80s 
death struggles between Chris Adams and Kevin Von 
Erich? ... The *89 Hulk Hogan-Randy Savage Elizabe- 
than wars? Followers of the sport agreed that those 
matches—bloody, brutal, and vicious though they were— 
drew meek comparisons to the savage conflict unfolding 
today. 


In each issue, Wrestling Superstars will present a 
sensational Dream Match, a spectacular battle involving the sport’s 


greatest athletes. It’s unlikely this match will ever happen 
anywhere—except in the pages of this magazine and the arena of your 
own imagination! 


IN THE BEGINNING 


The names Flash and Rock came to 
mean friendship, confidence, and cour- 
age—names that would prevail in the 
face of adversity, names that ignored 
defeat and despair. The friendship 
took shape on a long night’s drive 
through a treacherous blizzard, with 
snow blanketing the roads and gather- 
ing in dangerous piles. 

Six years ago, Sting (then called 
Flash) and Ultimate Warrior (then 
known as Rock) navigated 800 miles of 
icy road from Charlotte, North Caroli- 
na, to Little Rock, Arkansas, where 
The Freedom Fighters, the tag team 
they formed after the demise of’ 
Powerteam U.S.A., were scheduled to 


lot of things by a lot of people. We 
didn’t know who to trust. Although 
we had wrestled together for a year, 
about the most we knew of each other 
was how .much weight we could lift. 
We were co-workers, not friends. That 
night we got into some heavy talk 
about our hopes and goals, what we 
wanted in and out of the ring, and 
other stuff you get to talking about 
driving late into the night.” 

By the time their car skidded into 
Little Rock, the two had forged a pact 
of unshakeable loyalty. “It’s weird, 
but from then on I really felt as if 
Sting was my brother,” Warrior said. 
“We stepped out of that car differ- 
ent—more mature and confident— 


Ultimate Warrior and Sting began their careers as members of Powerteam U.S.A. (above). 
Ultimately, they became The Blade Runners (below); Warrior was called Rock and Sting was 


wrestle. In an interview years later, {known as Flash. They were extremely close at this stage in their careers. 


both grapplers recalled the night in 
Sentimental tones: 

“Tt was a strange night filled with a 
sort of magic,’’ recalled Ultimate War- 
rior, a man not given to philosophic 
excess. ‘““The snow was coming down 
so hard we could barely see. The car 
kept skidding off the road. We were 
tempted to bag the match and hole up 
in a motel for the night, but we both 
needed the money and the exposure. 

“Sting and I were promised the 
world. ‘You guys are going to be the 
greatest,’ promoters would say. ‘Any- 
thing we can do for you, just let us 
know.’ Meanwhile, here we were, 
broke, hungry, and driving through 
hell to get to a lousy match.” 

“We were both young and uncertain 
as to the direction we were going,” 
Sting continued: ‘‘We were promised a 
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than before we took off.” 

The Freedom Fighters afforded the 
two youngsters ample opportunity to 
test their friendship. Their reputation 
as rulebreakers aligned them against 
the ruling clique in most arenas. The 
real battles often occurred in the park- 
ing lots after the matches. ‘‘We’d take 
on six or eight guys at a time just to 
get to our car,’”’ Sting remembers with 
a smile. ‘‘We had to save each other’s 
butt every night.’ 

The Freedom Fighters gave way to 
the hated Blade Runners (Flash be- 
came Sting), and the two campaigned 
brilliantly throughout the country. Af- 
ter repeated efforts to capture the Mid- 
South tag team title failed, Sting and 
Warrior decided to split. ‘It was com- 
pletely agreeable,” Sting says. ‘‘We 
both felt we’d be better off going out 
on our own, doing some singles work, 
always with the intention of getting 
back together.” 

“We definitely were going to revive 
the tag team,’ Warrior concurred. 
“We looked forward to wrestling to- 
gether. We made serious plans for the 
future. Who could have guessed back 
then what was going to happen to 
us?”’ 


COMING OF AGE 


Was it a great idea? Or an attempt 
to capitalize on a great idea? Whatever 
his intentions, the reuniting of Sting 
and Ultimate Warrior proved a box- 
office bonanza for boxing promoter 
Vince McMahon, who had forsaken 
his grappling empire for the boxing 
ring after he promoted the Sugar Ray 
Leonard-Marvin Hagler rematch to 
dizzying success in 1989. McMahon’s 
innovations for his adopted sport were 
no less bizarre than they had been for 
wrestling. It was McMahon who devel- 
oped tag team boxing, a concept that 
became so successful it all but replaced 
one-on-one fights (Mike Tyson and Ju- 
lio Cesar Chavez were the reigning 
world champions), 

While McMahon was busy exploit- 
ing other rings, Sting and Ultimate 
Warrior kept themselves busy in the 
ring they knew best. After their split, 
they embarked on singular paths of 
destruction that won over fans and 
critics alike. After two years in the 
NWA—two years of “‘almosts’’ and 
“not quites’—Sting finally captured 
the NWA crown by pinning Ric Flair 
in Dallas. 

Warrior’s success took longer, but 
was no less astonishing. He defended 
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Not long after winning the NWA World title, Sting received an offer from Vince McMahon to 
team with the Warrior (who had won the WWF belt) against Hulk Hogan and Ric Flair. Eager 
for a fresh challenge, Sting accepted. 


the WWF Intercontinental belt for 
more than two years, watching in frus- 
tration as the World title went from 
Hogan to Savage, back to Hogan, 
then, finally, to Ted DiBiase. He wait- 
ed impatiently for his chance. A special 
belt vs. belt match was finally signed, 
and Warrior made the most of his op- 
portunity, pinning DiBiase in center 
ring to capture the crown. 

It was McMahon’s brainchild to 
team the champions of the WWF and 
NWA against their number-one con- 
tenders—in this case, Sting and War- 
rior vs. the most unlikely of duos, Ho- 
gan and Flair. Much had happened 
since McMahon left the sport. Hogan 
had bested his ex-friend and partner 
Savage in a brutal war for Elizabeth’s 
hand. The victory was not without its 
cost: Hogan suffered a broken jaw and 
extensive knee damage; a loss soon af- 
ter to DiBiase left him disgraced and 
embittered. The wrestling public 
watched in astonishment as Hogan re- 
turned to his rulebreaking ways. 

Flair’s loss to Sting was followed by 
defeats to Lex Luger, Dusty Rhodes, 
and Nikita Koloff. It marked the first 


time in Flair’s career he had ever 
dropped four matches in a row. A 
combination of pride, anger, and stub- 
bornness prevented Hogan and Flair— 
both millionaires many times over— 
from retiring. Instead, they plunged 
into a training and conditioning regi- 
men that catapulted them back to 
number-one contenders. 

All participants agreed this was a 
match that had to be made. The con- 
tracts were quickly signed. 


PARADISE 


They had maintained contact, kept 
abreast of each other’s grand triumphs 
by a steady flow of letters and phone 
calls, but they had not seen each other 
in three years. Sting was overjoyed at 
the prospect of training again with his 
old partner. Ultimate Warrior, reticent 
by nature, reclusive by design, 
screamed the name of his friend out at 
the crowded airport. They walked 
from the luggage area like two kids 
reunited at summer camp. 


(Continued on page 18) 
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(PIN)FALL FROM GRACE 


But they were no longer rookies 
with big dreams, and maybe that was 
the problem. Sting and Ultimate War- 
rior had achieved a level of fame and 
success known to only a handful of 
men. Both had become protective of 
their private glories. Neither could be 
accused of being anything but “‘regular 
guys,’’ but success did not come with- 
out sacrifice. The first problem oc- 
curred almost immediately. 

‘*Where’s the limo?” Sting asked, as 
they headed toward the airport parking 
lot. 

**T don’t go in for that crap,’’ War- 
rior answered. ‘‘I drive myself around. 
Like the old days, pal. Remember the 
old days?’’ 

“Tm trying to forget the old days,” 
Sting replied. ‘‘I think we’ve worked 
hard enough for a couple of perks. Ill 
have someone retrieve your car. Let’s 
hop a limo into the city and [’ll buy 
your ugly butt some dinner.” 

The thought of having ‘‘someone’’ 
pick up his car was detestable to War- 
rior, but he remained silent. How 
could he not accommodate his best 
friend after all these years? Yet Sting’s 
request had triggered an uneasiness in 
the Warrior, one’ that momentarily 
toppled his deljcate sense of propriety. 

It was remarked earlier that both 
Sting and Ultimate Warrior were “‘reg- 
ular guys.’’ As champions, neither act- 
ed with the false bravado of Flair or 
Hogan. Their egos remained in check, 
their movements painted with admira- 
ble humility. But Sting, who had 
moved to Los Angeles, let his image 
wander down Hollywood Boulevard 
(where there was, of course, a star in 
his name). He had permitted—some 
would say embraced—glitter and glitz 
to become part of his life. He starred 
in a rock video; he was the subject of 
a popular rap song: 

He’s slick, he’s Sting 

The Ladies’ Dream. 

His Bite is Fatal 

He is Able 

To Put Homeboys on 

The Coroner’s Table. 
(Reprinted with permission, 
Records) 

Their differences were best delineat- 
ed by their methods of training. Sting 
employed a six-member conditioning 
staff, including a dietician, a masseuse, 
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Lizard 


DREAM MATCH 


(Continued from page 16) 


Hercules Hernandez swings his chain at the Warrior, who makes a grand entrance 


i - , em 


Oy, 


Sting works out in preparation for the bout with Hogan and Flair (below). The old friends 


an aerobics instructor, a weight trainer, 
a hypnotist, and an eighth-degree black 
belt named Lo Eng. Sting trained at 
The Muscle Connection, a glittering 
art-deco gym, where he pumped iron 
alongside Sylvester Stallone and Joe 


found that they had developed different lifestyles. 


Piscopo. Bicep Illustrated called Mus- 
cle Connection the ‘‘only gym in the 
country where members hire people to 
sweat for them.” 

The gym where the Warrior works 
out has no name; members affection- 
ately call it The Hole. It is the toughest 
gym in the country. Located off the 
docks on New York’s west waterfront, 
the gym survives on its own tension 
and a mean-streaked, sadistic camara- 
derie. There are no mirrors or showers. 
Rats flit in and out of gaping cracks in 
the walls. The place is filled with 
weights and men who love to lift them. 
On his second day in town, Sting ac- 
companied his friend to The Hole for 
a workout. 

Ultimate Warrior is not the biggest 
man there—that distinction belongs to 
Sambo Uretsky, an ex-con who 
spreads 320 pounds over a 6'8” 
frame—but he is the strongest. While 
Sting was taping his arms, gym man- 
ager Cajun Tom Petitjean ambled over 
and told him a story. 

“That rack holding all them dumb- 
bells over there had come loose, so’s 
Sambo grabs a wrench and re-tightens 
the nut. Five minutes later, Warrior 


(Continued on page 20) 
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puts a pair of 100-pound dumbbells on 
the rack and the darn thing falls apart 
again. 

‘‘Warrior glares at Uretsky and says, 
‘I thought you tightened the damned 
thing you oversized, nappy-headed 
oaf.’ Nobody talks to Uretsky that 
way. He’s this big ol’ black guy, spent 
18 years in jail for skinning his girl- 
friend with a Swiss army knife. He’s 
got hands the size o’ catcher’s mitts 
and a mean streak to melt iron. 

“The gym gets real quiet, like a 
tomb, Uretsky hands Warrior the 
wrench and says, ‘Here boy, you do 
it.’ Warrior knocks the wrench outta 
his hand. ‘I don’t need no tool, I got 
my hands.’ Warrior puts the rack to- 
gether and fightens the nut with his 
fingers. He gives the wrench to 
Uretsky and says he’ll give him $100 if 
he can loosen that nut even one turn. 

“Uretsky stares hard at Warrior. He 
grunts, grabs the wrench, and attacks 
the rack. His eyes are bugging so far 
out of his head he looks like one a 
them rats over there. But I be a pop- 
cor shrimp—he couldn’t make that 
nut budge a single inch. It’s like War- 
rior soldered the damned thing with his 
fingers. 

‘CUretsky don’t say nothing. He just 
hands the wrench back to Warrior and 
walks outta the gym. Ain’t never said 
a word since then.” 

Sting rocks his head in admiration, 
yet cannot help being overcome by his 
surroundings. Why am I here in this 
smoldering cesspool? Why does War- 
rior live like this? he wonders, but 
keeps his thoughts private. No infer- 
ence should be made in regard to 
Sting’s lack of manliness. That day he 
would lift weights and earn the respect 
of every last member of The Hole. But 
he has different preferences, refined 
tastes. Like Flair, Sting has taken to 
the good life, but his training methods 
remain among the hardest in the sport. 


THE SPLIT 


Put the two most charismatic cham- 
pions in wrestling history on the same 
side, and ego problems are bound to 
intervene. Yet, by all accounts, Hogan 
and Flair were getting along 
swimmingly. 

“They have to,’”? McMahon said. 
‘“‘They’re desperate. This could be their 
last shot at glory.” 
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DREAM MATCH 


(Continued from page 18) 


The Warrior wanted Sting to remember what it was like when they were struggling to make 
a living, but Sting was developing a taste for the good life. 


The same could not be said for the 
reunited ex-tag partners. It had taken 
barely a week for Sting to move from 
Warrior’s downtown loft to a hotel 
room at the Ritz Carlton. He installed 
his entourage in three adjoining suites. 
They worked out night and day. 

While Flair and Hogan mastered tag 
teaming under the watchful eye of Pre- 
cious Paul Ellering (sent compliments 
of The Road Warriors), Warrior and 
Sting worked out separately and barely 
communicated. The vast differences in 
their lifestyles proved irreconcilable. 
Although there was no visible animos- 
ity, they agreed it would be best to 
prepare for the match in their own 
ways, and discuss strategy in brief 
meetings. The tandem gave no indica- 
tions to the press that they remained 
anything but the best of friends. The 
only one who suspected the truth was 
Vince McMahon. 


THE MATCH 


It should have been a heartwarming 
story about the reconciliation of two 
old friends. Instead, it was an unrelent- 
ing disaster. Coached by Ellering, Ho- 
gan and Flair worked as if they had 
spent their lives joined at the hip. To 
the horror of the 105,000 fans who 
filled the Rose Bowl, the two ex-cham- 
pions double-teamed Sting and War- 
rior into confused disorder. 

“Can’t you tag any sooner?’’.Sting 
screamed, as a Flair elbow deflected 
off his brow. 

“Can’t you fight your own battles?” 
returned Warrior. 

The end came quickly. Flair hurled 
Sting into the far corner where Hogan 
met him, wearing his iron-fisted hel- 

(Continued on page 56) 
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THE VON ERICHS: FRONT ROW RINGSIDEis an up-close and personal look 
at the Von Erich legend culled from the extensive video library of World Class 
Championship Wrestling and featuring at-home interviews with Kerry, Kevin, 
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PAUL ELLERING 


Paul Ellering tells Tony Schiavone and the world that The Road Warriors are on their own 
and ready to dominate again. Just weeks after turning against Sting, the Warriors won the 


NWA World tag team title from The Midnight Express. 


ONGTIME FANS OF The Road 
Warriors were wondering if some- 
thing had gone wrong. When The Le- 
gion of Doom entered the NWA in 
1985 after a one-year reign as AWA 
World tag team champions, many pre- 
dicted that this incredible team—possi- 
bly the most feared in wrestling histo- 
ry—would have no problem winning 
the NWA World tag team title. 
Three years later, the Warriors were 
still without the belts around their 
waists. Many fans blamed the long 
stretch between world titles on their 
“new” attitudes. Somewhere along the 
line, the Warriors turned good. 
Actually, ‘“‘good” might be some- 
thing of an inaccuracy, especially 
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where Hawk, Animal, and manager 
Paul Ellering are concerned. Yes, the 
Warriors teamed up with such fan fa- 
vorites as Dusty Rhodes and Lex 
Luger, but their relationship with the 
fans who cheered them was anything 
but hospitable. 

“We don’t need the fans and we 
don’t want them!”’ Hawk said repeat- 
edly, even during the height of Warrior 
popularity. “‘We just go and kick some 
butt. If the fans want to cheer us, let 
them cheer, but we’re not gonna lis- 
ten!’’ Whether they were wrestling fan 
favorites or teaming with them, the 
Warriors have never cared about any- 
thing but destroying their opponents by 
any means  available—rulebreaking 


methods included. 

For their entire career, The Road 
Warriors have flirted with the notion 
of popularity and rejected it. Their lat- 
est departure from the fans came sud- 
denly during a defense of their six-man 
tag team title. 

The Warriors were scheduled to de- 
fend those belts with their champion- 
ship partner, Dusty Rhodes, against 
The Varsity Club. Rhodes, however, 
was busy at a Special Olympics event 
and could not make it to Richmond, 
Virginia, in time for the October 7 
bout. Sting readily offered to substitute 
for Rhodes. 

This did not please the Warriors, 
whose relationship with Rhodes had 
seemingly been as strong as ever—until 
that moment. The Warriors refused to 
tag out to Sting during their match. 
The young superstar finally got into 
the action when all six men began bat- 
tling late in the event. Sting caught 
Rotundo in his scorpion leglock, but 
Hawk and Animal attacked him and 
delivered two devastating clotheslines. 
Instantly, The Road Warriors were no 
longer fan favorites. 

Guess what? They don’t care. On 
October 29, Hawk and Animal defeat- 
ed The Midnight Express to win the 
NWA World tag team title. The circle 
is now complete. The Warriors are 
champions again. And they are hated 
again. 

Wrestling Superstars Assistant Editor 
Andy Rodriguez flew to Charlotte, 
North Carolina, to talk with Legion of 
Doom manager Paul Ellering. 


WRESTLING SUPERSTARS: 


First of all, Paul— 


PAUL ELLERING: 


WS: 


PE: 


WSs: 


PE: 


WS: 


PE: 
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Paul? What was that, boy? 
Sorry, Mr. Ellering. Anyway, I’ve 
been watching The Road War- 
riors for years and I thought I’d 
finally understood them. This lat- 
est turn against Sting and Dusty 
Rhodes, though, just doesn’t 
make sense, to me or the fans. 
It makes perfect sense. You obvi- 
ously are not a wrestling histori- 
an. Wrestlers have often had to 
make a statement, so to speak, in 
order to get the recognition they 
deserve. Well, we beat the 
stuffings out of Sting, and we 
were instantly the hottest team in 
the NWA. Suddenly, we got the 
World title shots we’ve deserved 
ever since we came here. Just as 
fast, we won the belts from those 
undersized wimps that [Jim] 
Cornette manages. We did what 
we had to do to get our proper 
acknowledgment from the wres- 
tling world. 

You mean acknowledgment by 
the fans? 

Not the fans, sir. Who cares 
about those unwashed, uneducat- 
ed cretins? We had to show the 
promoters and matchmakers that 
we are as fearsome as we’ve al- 
ways been. That’s all that mat- 
ters. We had the reputation of 
being the greatest tag team in his- 
tory when we were dominating 
the AWA, but we have been side- 
tracked fighting other people’s 
wars the last couple of years. But 
now, as Comette and his weak- 
lings understand, we'll never 
spend another day as former 
champions. Now, we're the 
NWA World champions. We 
simply had to sacrifice a few peo- 
ple to get back on track. 

Now, there’s a whole topic in it- 
self. What did Dusty Rhodes do 
to make you his enemy? He was 
the Warriors’ most trusted part- 
ner for almost two years. 

Yes, I guess that’s how it appears 
from your pathetic vantage point, 


Referee Tommy Young awards a victory to Dusty 


ati 


Rhodes and Animal. There was a time not 


too long ago when Rhodes could count on Ellering and the Warriors. Now the “American 
Dream” is a prime target of their wrath. 


WS: 


Rodriguez. But I happen to know 
that Hawk and Animal never 
liked Dusty Rhodes. Dusty took 
advantage of us. He knew that 
the Warriors were the most vi- 
cious, brutal team in the NWA, 
and he used us to do his bidding. 
When Dusty needed someone to 
get The Powers of Pain out of 
the NWA, who did he call? The 
Road Warriors! When Dusty 
needed someone to help him bat- 
tle The Varsity Club in the Tower 
of Doom, who did that fat sow 
call? The Road Warriors! When 
Dusty needed someone to protect 
him from Tully Blanchard and 
Arn Anderson, who did he call? 
The Road Warriors! When Dusty 
needed—must I go on? 

No. I think our readers will get 
the point. 


PE: 


WS: 


Well, good for them. They’re 
probably a lot smarter than you 
are, Rodriguez. Anyway, the 
point is that The Legion of 
Doom is tired of being used by 
Dusty Rhodes. The Road War- 
riors are the most dominant tag 
team ever, but somehow I al- 
lowed Rhodes to divert them 
from our goal of total domina- 
tion—the way it was three years 
ago. The way it was when The 
Road Warriors were really feared. 
People were afraid of getting in 
the ring with Hawk and Animal, 
mainly because they were afraid 
of losing their lives. 
That certainly was a period of 
glory for you. But you were al- 
ways respected and admired by 
the fans, mainly because you tru- 
(Continued on page 64) 


ON SALE NOW! 


THE BIG ONE! 


The Spectacular 
Year-End Double Issue Of 


y fSstlin 
| 
ILLUSTRATED 
The Most Celebrated Magazine Event Of The Year— 
Don’t Miss It! 
100 power-packed pages, including full-color full-page 
portraits of 1988’s best wrestlers and matches! 


Achievement ’88 award winners in 10 categories 


The riotous, ridiculous, and revealing 
1988: The Year In Review 


Exclusive ‘‘PW/ndex’’ of every wrestler who appeared 
in the pages of PW/—and its sister publications— 
for the entire year! 


_ Your own “‘Unofficial Official Awards’’ for 1988 
Predictions for 1989 
Special features and columns 


PWT's incredible 100-page super spectacular year-end collectors’ edition 
is cover-dated “March 1989” and is on sale right now! It’s sure to be a 
newsstand sellout, so get yours early! 


Go With The Leader—The Best Keeps Getting Better! 


EXCLUSIVE COVERAGE 


OF THE FIFTH ANNUAL 


COTTON BOWL 
SPECTACULAR: 


66 HERE ARE A lot of exciting wrestling 

cards | take part in every year,” said Kerry 
Von Erich, the top contender to both the World 
Class and AWA World titles. “But there’s a differ- 
ent feeling whenever | wrestle in the Cotton Bowl. 
There’s just so much history in this great stadium. 
| get chills throughout my body just knowing I'll be 
wrestling here.” 

Many fans feel the same way Von Erich does. 
It’s for that reason that the annual World Class 
Cotton Bowl extravaganzas are among the most 
highly anticipated wrestling events of the year. And 
this year’s spectacular, held October 15 at the 
famed stadium, may go down in wrestling history 
as the finest Cotton Bowl event ever. 

The main event saw AWA World champion Jer- 


cS ies 
2 
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Steve Casey dropkicks Tug Taylor on his way to a pinfall victory. 
Casey was a top rookie in 1988. 
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ry Lawler take on World Class champion Von 
Erich in a Texas death match with Tennessee 
rules. Michael Hayes and Steve Cox, with former 
Dallas Cowboy great Harvey Martin in their corner, 
took on Buddy Roberts’ Samoan Swat Team. Jap- 
anese women’s superstar Chigusa Nagoyo made 
a rare U.S. appearance against former AWA wom- 
en’s champion Candi Devine. 

Add to that the crowd-stirring returns of Kevin 
Von Erich, Blackjack Mulligan, and Brian Adias, 
plus the unprecedented feat of Super Black Ninja 
taking on four—yes, four!—men at once, and 
you’ve got the recipe for a rip-roarin’ day in Texas! 
So kick up your heels and enjoy this exclusive 
look at the fifth annual World Class Cotton Bowl 
spectacular! 


K x > 
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Macho Midget kicks Million-Dollar Baby during the mixed match 
in which Midget and Jimmy Valiant beat Baby and Tim Brooks. 


Chigusa Nagoyo aims Candi Devine at the ringpost 
(left); Chigusa scored the pin. Jimmy Jack Funk 
chinlocks Wild Bill Irwin (above); Funk and Black Bart 
defeated Irwin and Blackjack Mulligan. Super Black 
Ninja faces four men at once (below)—and wins the 
match! 
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Kevin Von Erich slaps the claw on Brian Adias (left); Adias was 

disqualified when Ninja and Kendo Nagasaki stormed the ring. 

Jeff Jarrett armbars Eric Embry (above) en route to winning the 
‘ World Class light heavyweight title. 


Kerry Von Erich slugs Jerry Lawler (above); after Lawler lost on a 
controversial countout, Kerry left the ring with both the World Class 
and AWA belts. Iceman Parsons chokes Kendall Windham on the 
ropes (right); Iceman lost, but retained his Texas title. 
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The Botswana Beast and Terry Gordy battle outside the ring (above); both men were chained together at 
the neck, and the match was declared a no-contest. The Samoan Swat Team blasts Steve Cox with 
karate kicks (below). Cox and Michael Hayes came back to defeat the Samoans. 


Mike Rotundo 
Tells 


Rick Steiner: 


“YOU'RE TOO DUMB 
TO BE MY PARTNER?!” 


Rick Steiner had playfully badgered Mike Rotundo for months, 
annoying the NWA TV champion in the most comical ways 
possible. But the rift that has developed between these two | 

Varsity Club partners is no laughing matter 


Kevin Sullivan shoves Rick Steiner while Mike Rotundo looks on in anger (below). They 
were angry with Steiner because he tried to help Sting after Sting was attacked by The 
Road Warriors. Hawk whacks Steiner with a chair (bottom). 


“A 
Ss 
BS 


Dyyy 


TING LAY MOTIONLESS in the 

corner of the ring. He had been 
savaged by The Road Warriors in one 
of the most unexpected betrayals of 
the year. It was an event that shocked 
and saddened the fans on a cool Octo- 
ber night in Richmond, Virginia. 

It even shocked the members of The 
Varsity Club, Sting and the Warriors’ 
opponents on this fateful night. As the 
ring filled with concerned wrestlers, not 
many noticed the other events taking 
place outside the ring. 

“T gotta help Sting,” yelled Rick 
Steiner, one of Sting’s opponents, as 
he stared at the ring. 

‘“‘What?”’ responded Mike Rotundo, 
who had started to make his way back 
to the dressing room. ‘‘Sting’s condi- 
tion is none of your damn business, 
you jerk. Let’s get out of here.” 

“Sting’s a good wrestler,’’ said 
Steiner, whose eyes hadn’t moved from 
Sting’s prone form. ‘‘Sting’s a real 
good wrestler.’ 


Brazenly, Steiner ran to ringside and 
grabbed a metal stretcher from under 
the apron. He jumped into the ring 
and prepared the carrier for his injured 
foe. He then slowly made his way out 
of the ring. 

As he returned to the dressing room, 
many fans cheered him—but when he 
entered the locker room, he was greet- 
ed by two partners who were anything 
but happy about his actions. 

‘*You’re in trouble, Steiner,’’ barked 
Kevin Sullivan, the ““Gamesmaster”’ of 
The Varsity Club. “‘You’re in big 
trouble.” 

‘*Where 
Rotundo. 

“Uh, I got the stretcher for Sting,” 
Steiner said innocently. ‘‘He looks like 
he’s hurt. You’re only mad because he 
had you beat, Mike. Haw haw!” 

“You dogfaced idiot!’ bellowed Ro- 
tundo, slapping Steiner on the back of 
the head. ‘‘You fool! Whatever hap- 
pens to that war-painted jerk shouldn’t 
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were you?’ screamed 


Steiner chinlocks Hawk. 
Steiner likes to joke with Ro- 
tundo and Sullivan, but 
they're getting tired of his 
antics. 


be any concern to you—that’s the ene- 
my you just helped! You’re too dumb 
to be my partner! It’s typical of you 
Michigan buffoons, anyway. It just 
goes to show that a diploma doesn’t 
make the man.” : 

“Aww, you’re always pickin’ on 
me,” Steiner complained, hurling a 
boot at Rotundo. ‘I’m just happy I 
didn’t go to Syracuse. Besides—Sting 
had you beat, anyway. You never 
would have escaped that scorpion. 
Ha!” 

‘Jerk!’ Rotundo spat on the 
ground, shaking his head as he walked 
away. 

Jerk. Dummy. Moron. Fool. Rick 
Steiner has heard all these insults on a 
daily basis. But he’s also been hearing 
cheers—to the extent that he’s now 
one of the most popular wrestlers in 
the NWA! How can a man involved in 
The Varsity Club suddenly become 
loved by the same fans who hate Ro- 
tundo and Sullivan? 

This strange situation began last 
spring, when Sullivan recruited Rotun- 
do and later Steiner for his new Varsi- 
ty Club concept. The collegiate image 
was meant to play on the wrestlers’ 
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emotional attachment to their respec- 
tive colleges and bring out the killer 
instinct in the two former all- 
Americans. 

“TI won the TV title just weeks after 
I joined Kevin,” said Rotundo, who 
previously was a strictly scientific wres* 
tler. “To me, The Varsity Club is a 
motivational miracle. It brings out the 
best in me. But I think Steiner is be- 
yond help. This college image has 
made him revert back to the playful 
jerk he was in school. He’s just a big, 
dumb goon with an IQ the same as his 
hat size. He’s got the opportunity of a 
lifetime, but he’s blowing it.” 

Rotundo, Steiner, and Sullivan be- 
gan bickering a few months ago, main- 
ly because Steiner had maintained a 
happy-go-lucky attitude that got in the 
way of Sullivan’s plans on several oc- 
casions. The prototypical jock, Steiner 
delighted the fans by doing the things 
Sullivan and Rotundo didn’t want him 
to do: 

Making rabbit ears behind the heads 
of Rotundo and Sullivan with his fin- 
gers. Leading the crowd in anti-Syra- 
cuse chants. Praising Sting and Dusty 
Rhodes in TV interviews. The fans 


couldn’t get enough of Steiner’s naivete 
and boyish charm as he playfully drove 
Rotundo and Sullivan crazy. 

‘Hey, I’m just havin’ fun,” said 
Steiner, chuckling. “I ain’t doin’ 
nothin’. wrong, really. I’m just the 
same dude I was in college. At least I 
went to a real college like Michigan, 
not a sham school like Syracuse. 
Nyahh!” 

Rotundo and Sullivan were some- 
how able to put up with Steiner’s 
wacky antics—until he decided to help 
Sting. So they decided to teach Steiner 
a painful lesson on October 29 in New 
Orleans, right after Rotundo had sav- 
aged The Italian Stallion in a defense 
of his NWA TV title. 

After the pinfall, Steiner had play- 
fully grabbed the belt and was parad- 
ing around the ring with it when a 
heated argument erupted between him 
and Rotundo. For the first time, a 
Varsity Club argument erupted into a 
scuffle, one that even Sullivan had a 
hard time breaking up. 

Later, Dusty Rhodes took on Sulli- 
van in a dog collar chain match. Stein- 
er came out to ringside—to cheer on 
Dusty! Suddenly—and  surprisingly— 
Steve Williams charged to the ring. 
Williams, Rotundo, and Sullivan triple- 
teamed Steiner, leaving their teammate 
helpless inside the ring. 

“That'll learn him,” said a joyous 
Rotundo in the locker room following 
the gang-up. “‘He’s got to learn to wise 
up and fly right. Now, with Rotundo 
and ‘Dr. Death’ leading The Varsity 
Club, there’s nothing we can’t accom- 
plish. Steiner’s just a musclebound 
dummy. Well, I’ve had it with him.” 

Suddenly, Steiner finds himself very 
confused. He took all the verbal and 
physical punishment Rotundo could 
dish out, but now all the fun and 
games are over—Rotundo has made 
Steiner his enemy. Many fans are 
clamoring for a match between the 
two, and they’re rooting for Steiner to 
teach Rotundo a lesson—and win the 
TV title as part of the bargain 

Steiner has been called every name 
in the book, but the fans realize who 
the real dummy is. The only question 
is whether Steiner has figured it out as 
well. Oo 


Special Section! 


10 TOP STARS REVEAL .. . 
“MY TOUGHEST MATCH’ 


O BEGIN WITH, let’s define the word “tough.” Is it the ° 

ability to wrestle after a sleepless night on the road? Is it being 
able to absorb inhuman amounts of punishment? Is it about 
wrestling with pain—or inflicting the pain? Does ‘‘tough”’ describe 
a mental, physical, or emotional condition? Or is it a combination 
of all three? 

Is it possible to pinpoint a wrestler’s toughest match? In analyzing 
the toughest matches of the 10 wrestlers that appear in this section, 
fear was the criteria most focused upon. “‘Sure, after you spend a 
night on the road just getting into the ring is a chore,” said Barry 
Windham. ‘‘But it’s your job, and you do it. To me, a tough match 
is one where your stomach hurts before the first blows are struck. 
Matches that are physically and mentally tortuous.” 

““Every wrestler has fears,’’ Jerry Lawler added. ‘‘The success- 
ful ones make the fear work for them. A tough match is one in 
which you’re able to dominate your fears.” 

Was a tough match one in which the wrestler was throttled to 
within an inch of his life? Dusty Rhodes disagreed. 

“Heck, daddy, it’s easy to get beat up,’’ Rhodes told us. “‘You 
just close your eyes say it’ll be over soon, and let your opponent 
have his way. That’s a coward’s way. A tough match is one where 
you say that you ain’t gonna let that happen to you, and you fight 
back.”’ In light of Dusty’s response you may find our account of 
Hacksaw Duggan’s toughest match especially compelling. 

To complete this section, the staff of Wrestling Superstars spent 
countless hours scouring match films, pouring over old newspaper 
and magazine clippings, and engaging in heated, editorial debate. 
After speaking to the wrestlers, we sometimes rejected their choice 
and went with our own. In some cases, a choice was obvious; in 
others, the element of ‘‘toughness’’ is far more subtle. 

In every case, however, the match described is an example of 
wrestling action at its finest—and wrestlers’ emotions at their 
rawest. The 10 matches that follow are 10 important slices of 
wrestling history, awesome examples of athletic excellence. They 
won’t soon be forgotten! 
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BARRY WINDHAM vs. RON BASS 


November 16, 1983 


OISTING A BEER after anoth- 

er successful U.S. title defense, 
Barry Windham can look back on the 
events. of November 1983 and laugh. 
But Barry Windham remembers. Boy, 
does he remember! 

The April 1984 edition of our sister 
publication Inside Wrestling called it 
“Barry Windham’s Night Of Humilia- 
tion.” That night, Ron Bass played 
cowboy while Windham unwillingly 
played horse. Few people remember, 
however, that Windham in fact won 
the match against Bass to successfully 
defend his Florida title; what they re- 
member instead is | Windham’s 
embarrassment. 

It all started many years earlier when 
Dusty Rhodes’ mother gave Bass a gift 
of a beautiful western saddle. But 
when Rhodes and Bass became bitter 


enemies, Dusty decided that Bass 
wasn’t worthy of owning the saddle, 
Rhodes, however, didn’t want to ask 
for the saddle back, so his friend 
Windham told Bass he could have a 
shot at the Florida title if he put up 
the saddle. 


Bass brings his saddle—which was a gift from Dusty Rhodes’ mother—to the ring (left). 


As expected, the match was a spec- 
tacular battle pitting both men at their 
very best. Windham withstood su- 
preme torture to overcome Bass and 
took advantage of a mistake to score 
the pin. But then Windham made a 
mistake: after being presented with the 
saddle, Windham turned his back and 
was attacked by Bass, J.J. Dillon, and 
One Man Gang. They tossed Wind- 
ham to the canvas and delivered a vi- 
cious beating. Then Bass placed the 
saddle on Windham’s back and rode 
him around the ring. 

“T know a lot of people didn’t think 
it was such a big deal,’ Windham 
says, “but do you have any idea what 
that’s like, to be treated like that? It 
was humiliating, the worst thing that’s 
ever happened to me. I guarantee you, 
though, it’ll never happen again.” 


Angry after losing the match, Bass puts the saddle on Windham and “rides” him (above). 
Windham says this was the most humiliating thing that’s ever happened to him. 


DATA SHEET 


WJ wdham 


Birthdate: 
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Weight: 2.6 3 
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Favorite Maneuver: Br eC" AW 
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Attempting to break a bearhug, Windham grabs Nikolai Volkotf by 
the ears (above). Windham tries to press-slam Ric Flair (below left); 
he’s had many great matches with the man who is now his Horse- 
man partner. Windham fistdrops Harley Race in a 1981 NWA World 
title match (below right). 


BARRY WINDHAM 


Sgt. Slaughter whips Windham across 
the ring. They feuded mainly in the Mid- 
Atlantic area in 1982. 


Windham puts the sleeper on One 

Man Gang (above). Sting is the 

victim of Windham’s powerful— S 

and painful—clawhold (below). ft 
| 


fham pounds on 
}Luger. The two 
) alternately been 
» friends and bitter 
nies. 


‘OTHER VIEWPOINTS 


BARRY WINDHAM 


‘My boy Barry’s always been independent. | was happy when he 
started out his career as Blackjack Mulligan Jr., because it was an 
honor to me. But it didn’t take long for him to start rebelling. We had 
our own problems, which were dragged through the press, and Barry 
had to go through that phase of asserting his individuality. But now 
he’s lost that individuality by joining with Dillon and Flair. I’m sorry to 
see it happen, but Barry’s a big boy—if it comes back to haunt him, 
that’s his business.”’ 


—Blackjack Mulligan 


“There are many sides to Barry Windham, and I’ve seen them all. He’s 
been my partner and he’s been my challenger, and I’m honored to 
have him as a fellow member of the Horsemen. Windham is one of the 
most intense competitors in the sport. He takes direction from J.J. 
[Dillon] extremely well, and he’s restored a level of honor to the U.S. 
title that it hasn’t had in years. Windham the Horseman is the best 
Windham ever.”’ 


—Ric Flair 


“Back in 1980, me and Barry won the Florida tag team title from The 
Assassins. There was a certain youthful excitement in those days, a 
kind of exuberance that doesn’t exist today. | don’t know if it’s be- 
cause the sport’s changed, or if it’s all the water that’s gone under the 
bridge. Me, | like those days, and | enjoy wrestling in Florida now; 
Barry—well, Barry’s gone on to other things, but | don’t think he’s ina . 
place now where he can honestly be proud of himself.” 


—Scott McGhee 


“Let me tell you something, daddy, | know Barry as well as anybody 
else knows Barry, because | managed him and Mike Rotundo to the 
WWF World tag team title on two separate occasions, | led them to 
victory, and | helped mold Barry into the championship wrestler he is 
today. Barry is built for the ring, he’s not too muscular, not too lanky, 
not too bulky, not too light, he’s got great speed, agility, ability, and an 
astounding level of dedication, daddy, and if he’d only stop taking the 
shortcuts to win he’d be one of the greatest ever.”’ : 


—Capt. Lou Albano 


‘‘What can | say? Barry’s my big brother, my blood, my family, and my 
idol. But | hate what he’s become in the company of Ric Flair and J.J. 
Dillon. That’s not the Barry | grew up with, and it’s not the Barry I’ve 
tried to emulate in my own career. Barry’s much better than all that. I’d 
love for us to be able to team and win some tag titles together, but | 
can't think it’s ever gonna happen. Not in the forseeable future, any- 


way. Dad always said Barry was independent; maybe he’s a little too 
independent.” 


—Kendall Windham 


RANDY SAVAGE vs. LANNY POFFO 


INCE CAIN AND Abel, feuding 

brothers have laced literature and 
real life, but never are their battles 
more bloody and raucous than in the 
ring. 

Savage spilled buckets of blood in 
his wars against Hulk Hogan. He’s 
suffered concussions battling Jerry 
Lawler and Ted DiBiase. Certainly, 
Andre the Giant and Big Bossman are 
more physically imposing than Lanny 
Poffo. What, then, made the match 
against his brother the toughest? 

Perhaps there is a pure truth in the 
old adage: blood is thicker than water. 

Jerry Lawler, who refereed the 
Poffo-Savage battle, described the ten- 
sion as practically unbearable. “There 
was no reason for them to fight, and 
every reason for them to fight,” he 
said. ‘‘They weren’t feuding for any 
particular reason except the fact they’d 
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been competing since they were kids. I 
didn’t think one brawl would settle a 
lifetime worth of differences, but I 
went along with it. I certainly wasn’t 
going to let them go at it alone.” 


The Mid-South Coliseum was rented 
by Wrestling 85 magazine in exchange 
for exclusive coverage and photo- 
graphs. For 30 minutes, the empty are- 
na echoed with the groans and strug- 
gles of the two brothers. Years of 
ancient grudges, of slights real and 
imagined and wounds never repaired, 
fueled their moves and fired their 
punches. 

As the magazine described it four 
years ago: both men grew weary from 
exhaustion and punishment ... bat- 
tling with instinct and will as their only 
weapons, the men tried for victory. 
Their bodies begging to surrender, their 
pride forcing them to continue, Lanny 
and Randy battled on. 

After 30 minutes, Lawler declared 
the match a draw. The brothers em- 
braced and walked the empty aisle 
back to the dressing room. 


didn’t officially have a feud going; they were fighting for pride. 
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HULK HOGAN vs. ANTONIO INOKI 


ULK HOGAN’S 1985 tour of 
Japan was beset by logistical 
problems: broken vans, bad weather, 
spoiled food—and a Japanese legend 
determined to capture his WWF title. 
Hogan’s arrival in Tokyo rivaled 
that of a head of state. Though the 
ever-hospitable Japanese tried to make 
Hogan’s stay comfortable, he remained 
slightly unnerved. “‘He couldn’t get 
comfortable,” remembers Japanese re- 
porter Wally Yamaguchi, who covered 
the bout. ‘The food was either too hot 
or too cold, the bed was lumpy and 
too small. Nothing seemed to work. I 
think he was also bothered by the fact 
he wasn’t the country’s biggest star, 
Inoki was.” 

Match night: both men were treated 
to enthusiastic receptions, although 
Inoki was clearly the crowd favorite. 
Hogan appeared tentative at the outset 
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June 13, 1985 
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and wary of his opponent, and he 
spent the first few minutes near the 
ropes. Inoki tried a number of moves 
that Hogan simply deflected or 
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Inoki and Hogan prepare to lock up (above left). Hogan suplexes his foe (above right). Hogan traveled to 


grabbed the ropes to break. 

Exasperated, Inoki unleashed a furi- 
ous dropkick, knocking Hogan against 
the far ropes. The challenger met Ho- 
gan off the ropes with a flying 
headscissors that sent the blond giant 
crashing to the mat. Hogan scrambled 
to his feet, but was brought back 
down by a vicious karate chop. They 
stood toe-to-toe, trading chops and 
punches, with Hogan visibly 
weakening. 

Hogan grabbed Inoki and the two 
went tumbling from the ring, where 
they continued their brutal exchange. 
Hogan, on the verge of collapse, fell to 
his knees. Inoki leapt back into the 
ring just as the bell rang and was de- 
clared the winner by countout. 

Hogan, exhausted, took the next 
flight back to New York, relieved by 
the fact that he still owned his belt. 


Japan for this match during the second year of his WWF World title reign. 
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LEX LUGER vs. RIC FLAIR 


July 10, 1988 


HE WORD “TOUGH” can 

mean hard or difficult, but it can 
also mean unlucky or unfortunate. 
Both definitions applied to Lex Luger 
in his battle with NWA World champi- 
on Ric Flair at the Baltimore Arena 
last July. 

For 23 minutes and 16 seconds, 
Luger dominated Flair. Only once— 
when Flair applied a figure-four leg- 
lock late in the match—did the World 
champion gain a clear advantage. But 
Luger scored eight two-counts, and at 
one point put the ‘‘Nature Boy’’ in a 
painful bearhug for nearly a minute. 
When Flair begged for mercy, Luger 
showed none. Who was the experi- 
enced veteran? It was hard to tell. 

Hard, that is, until Flair reached 
into his bag of tricks with 22 minutes 
expired. Both men were outside the 
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ring when Flair slammed Luger’s head 
into the ringpost. Manager J.J. Dillon 
then grabbed Luger’s head and did the 
same. Luger was bleeding slightly from 
the forehead, and nobody noticed 


Maryland State Athletic Commissioner 
Ray Ianucci at ringside. 

What everybody did notice was 
Luger flipping Flair to the mat several 
times and applying a backbreaker. Fi- 
nally, the bell rang and everybody in 
the  building—including Luger— 
thought Flair had submitted. 

But that was not the case. Referee 
Tommy Young had stopped the match 
under orders from Ianucci. “Maryland 
has a state athletic guideline that pro- 
hibits a match from continuing after 
blood has been sighted,’’ Ianucci later 
explained. “‘When I saw Luger’s blood 
on Flair’s shoulder, I had to stop it.” 

Many people, including Luger, be- 
lieve that Flair was on the verge of 
submission when the bell rang. It was 
a tough match—and a tough loss—for 
the ‘Total Package.”’ 


Flair sets up Luger up for a figure-four leglock (left). 
Luger traps Flair in a backbreaker (above). In the back- 
ground, Ray lanucci stops the match. 
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JERRY LAWLER vs. KOKO B. WARE 


May 1982 


E’S WRESTLED AND beaten 

Hulk Hogan, Randy Savage, 
King Kong Bundy, Nick Bockwinkel, 
and Kerry Von Erich. But ask Jerry 
Lawler whom he faced in his toughest 
match, and he doesn’t hesitate to an- 
swer ... Koko B. Ware. 

Koko B. Ware? 

“That’s right, buddy, and I’ve got 
this scar right here to prove it,’”’ Lawler 
said, pointing to a spot on his fore- 
head usually covered by hair. “It was 
a barbed wire match back in 1982, and 
I don’t think I’ve ever had to sacrifice 
so much blood to win a match. Be- 
sides, I had Jimmy Hart to deal with, 
too, and he can be a real pain in the 
butt.” 

Not too long before that match, 
Hart had managed Lawler. But when 
they split up, Hart sent out several 
wrestlers to claim the title of ‘‘King” 
from Lawler. Then Hart acquired 


Ware, who vowed to “skin him 
[Lawler] alive.” 

“T hear crap like this all the time,” 
Lawler said at the time. “‘That’s part 


of the price you pay for being the best 


at what you do. That’s why I decided 
to shut that fool’s mouth by setting up 
the barbed wire match.” 

There is tremendous danger in a 
barbed wire match. Try running out of 
the ring and you’re met by razor-sharp 
barbs that can rip flesh to shreds. And 
your opponent will always try to use 
the barbed wire to gouge out your 
eyes. 

At one point in this brutal match, 
Ware catapulted Lawler into the 
barbed wire, opening a wide gash on 
Lawler’s head. But Lawler managed to 
fight back and take control when Hart 
ran into the ring and attacked his for- 
mer protege. Lawler fought off both 
men and Ware was disqualified for 
Hart’s interference. 

“That match was also tough because 
Ware posed a serious threat to my in- 
vincibility,’ Lawler said. “But I 
showed him. I showed them all!” 
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Lawler grinds the barbed wire into Ware’s head (above left) and Ware does the same to “The King” 
(above right). It’s surprising that Lawler considers a match with Ware the toughest. 
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TED DiBIASE vs. HARLEY RAGE 


March 198] 


O MANY TIMES, Ted DiBiase 

has been on the verge of winning a 
world title, only to fall short. The rea- 
sons are varied—disqualifications, out- 
side interference, a mistake that leads 
to a freak pin. DiBiase can’t even buy 
the world championship. 

Perhaps DiBiase has never been able 
to overcome the events of a 1981 
March night in St. Petersburg, Florida. 
At the time, Race was in his fifth 
NWA World title reign and DiBiase, 
an outstanding scientific wrestler 
adored by the fans, was the man most 
likely to end it. 

There was incredible pressure on Di- 
Biase that night. Although Race was 
the champion, DiBiase was favored go- 
ing into the match. The experts 
thought DiBiase’s youth and scientific 
ability would be too much for Race, 
also an outstanding scientific wrestler. 
They were right. 


The young challenger seized control 
from the opening bell, reported the 
August 1981 edition of The Wrestler. 
He was fluid, tough, and determined. 


Every single maneuver was absolutely 
perfect. Every shred of strategy was 
well-timed, well-executed, and exciting. 
As the match progressed, tension en- 
veloped the arena. History was about 
to be made. It could be felt. Everyone 
thought that this would be Ted DiBi- 
ase’s night. 

But it was not to be. Race was ex- 
hausted and DiBiase went for the kill, 
but the champion gave it one last shot. 
He bounced off the ropes, but was 
met with a DiBiase backdrop. Incredi- 
bly, Race flew over the top rope and 
out of the ring, earning an immediate 
disqualification for the challenger. 

“My stomach dropped when I saw 
him flying over the top rope,” DiBiase 
said at the time. “‘I just wanted to cry, 
really, to have it end like that.” 

Eight years later, DiBiase is still try- 
ing to make up for that lost 
opportunity. 


DiBiase armbars Race (above left) and hoists him up for a slam (above right). DiBiase wrestled brilliantly, 
but he was unable to unseat Race from the NWA World title throne. 


IVAN KOLOFF vs. MIL MASCARAS 


N BAD WEATHER, you’ll find 

Ivan Koloff holed up inside his 
North Carolina estate. Or in his hotel 
room, if he’s on the road. Anywhere 
but outside. Koloff hates rain, and de- 
spises snow. Which made his July 10, 
1975, title match against [WA champi- 
on Mil Mascaras, which took place 
outdoors during a driving rain, the 
toughest encounter of his career. 

“The worst conditions ever,” Koloff 
shouted at the memory. “‘Water every- 
where. In my eyes, my nose, my ears. 
Mat was slippery, there was no foot- 
ing. Hard enough to wrestle Mascaras 
when conditions are perfect; impossible 
when ground is wet.” 

Prolonging Koloff’s agony was the 
fact the match was scheduled as a best- 
of-three-falls contest. Koloff, hoping to 
put a quick end to the night’s agonies, 
captured the first fall quickly, only to 


July 10, 1975 
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have Mascaras even it up by winning 
the second. At that point, Koloff con- 


sidered leaving the stadium. 
“These were the circumstances,’’ he 


recalls bitterly. ‘The entire stadium is 
screaming for my blood. Fans are 
throwing objects at my head. The rain 
is coming down in torrents. And Mas- 
caras is getting stronger.” 

Koloff resisted the impulse to flee 
and faced his opponent. ‘‘I remember 
saying over and over: I am Russian, I 
am proud. I will not quit.” 

And he didn’t. The two veterans 
treated the rain-soaked audience to a 
spectacular wrestling clinic during the 
climactic fall. Several times Koloff 
wedged his opponent to the mat for a 
pin; each time Mascaras .managed to 
squirm free. The end came when Mas- 
caras flew off the top rope for a deci- 
sive bodypress. 

“On dry ground I could have avoid- 
ed him,” Koloff insists 13 years later. 
“Rest assured I will never wrestle in 
the rain again.” 


Mascaras puts a Boston crab on Koloff (above left) and leglocks his opponent (above right). Koloff hated 
wrestling this particular match because it was held outdoors in a rainstorm. 


July 1, 1988 


ACKSAW DUGGAN, AS stub- 

born as a four-inch-thick piece 
of wood, took on the 1988 challenge 
of the 7’4” Andre the Giant with awe- 
some intensity. On this night, however, 
Hacksaw was overmatched. Andre, 
frustrated by his inability to capture 
the WWF title, had earmarked July 1 
in Niagara Falls, New York (just about 
300 miles from Duggan’s hometown of 
Glens Falls, New York), to issue a 
statement to the powers-that-be in the 
WWE. 

“Andre was pacing around the 
dressing room banging on the walls,” 
reports a WWF insider close to the 
Giant. “Usually he’s quiet before a 
match, but that night he was ticked at 
something. He punched out a whole 
wall of lockers.” 

Andre was reacting to a story in a 
magazine that suggested he was incapa- 
ble of wrestling top-level competition. 
Andre should spin out the rest of his 


days in French cafes, the story 
claimed, sipping wine and reflecting on 
his great career. He should leave the 
wrestling to men like Randy Savage, 
Hacksaw Duggan, and Ted DiBiase, 
men whose best years are in front of 


them. 

It was with understandable wrath 
that Andre entered the ring this night. 
Duggan, unaware of the magazine sto- 
ry, had trained tirelessly for the match. 
Little did he know he was about to 
face a quarter-ton of fired-up Giant. 

It was a match in which Duggan 
could do no right. He exhausted his 
arsenal of wrestling weapons—includ- 
ing his deadly 2x4—and each time An- 
dre swatted him away. Andre was not 
content in merely rejecting Duggan’s 
advances, it was a night to prove to 
critics how dangerous he was when un- 
derestimated. He bounced Duggan 
from post to post, each blow packing 
500 pounds of anger and fury. Duggan 
never backed down, doggedly meeting 
each of Andre’s blows with one of his 
own. But there was simply too much 
Giant to contend with. Andre pinned 
his battered opponent, finally ending 
Hacksaw’s toughest night in the ring. 


Andre digs his thick fingers into Bucgen 's midsection (above left) and cocks his fist for a mighty punch 
(above right). Even Duggan’s 2x4 couldn’t save him from Andre’s fury. 


KERRY VON ERICH vs. RIC FLAIR 


May 6, 1984 


N FRONT OF more than 43,000 

hometown fans, Kerry Von Erich 
wrestled for the championship of the 
world on a day dedicated to the mem- 
ory of his late brother David. Talk 
about emotion. Talk about pressure. 
Talk about tough. ' 

Von Erich’s victory at the inaugural 
Parade of Champions ranks as one of 
the most stunning and stirring wins in 
wrestling history. Given the tragic cir- 
cumstances that haunted the day, it 
was one of the toughest matches ever 
fought. 

Critics were fairly unanimous in the 
opinion that David Von Erich would 
be the one to topple Ric Flair for the 
NWA title in 1984. David was a sea- 
soned youngster whose blend of speed 
and technique Flair was unable to 
combat. David’s untimely death in Ja- 
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KERRY VON ERICH 
pan not only changed the power struc- 
ture in the NWA, it shifted the burden 
of family responsibility to Kerry. 

“T wasn’t fighting for the NWA title 
that day,’’ Kerry remembers. ‘‘I was 


Kerry traps Flair in an abdominal stretch (above left). Flair slaps Kerry in the face (above right). Kerry 


fighting for the survival of my family. 
I was fighting for the spirit of David. I 
became a reflection of all the love that 
was pouring into the stadium that day. 
I couldn’t dare lose.”’ 

One might have expected, facing the 
passionately pro-Von Erich crowd, that 
Flair would have been the one to 
crumble. But the champion, resistant 
to pressure, displayed his full repertoire 
of skills. “Flair was at the top his 
game that day,’’ Kerry says. ‘‘He 
wasn’t going to get rattled. I had to be 
tough. I had to wrestle the match of 
my life to win.” 

He did what he had to do: Buoyed 
by emotions beyond all description, 
Kerry remained focused, employing 
abilities critics were unaware he pos- 
sessed. He pinned Flair to capture the 
NWA championship. 


was not only fighting for himself, he was upholding the memory of his brother David. 


DUSTY RHODES vs. 
ABDULLAH THE BUTCHER 


August 1976 


OR A LONG time, it has ap- 

peared that every match in which 
Dusty Rhodes wrestles becomes a 
titanic struggle between life and death. 
His roster of feuds reads like a com- 
pendium of the world’s toughest wres- 
tlers: Ric Flair, Harley Race, Wahoo 
McDaniel, Crusher Verdu, Bruiser 
Brody, and The Sheik are just some of 
the men who’ve turned Dusty’s fore- 
head into a three-dimensional 
wonderland. 

But Wrestling Superstars had a spe- 
cific match in mind—a match that 
spawned one of the most gruesome 
photographs in mat history. 

‘Don’t tell me, I know, I know,” 
Rhodes kidded us. “‘Lemme put it this 
way: if Abdullah’d had a knife, I’d 
have been a Caesar salad.” 


feud will likely resume. 


Abdullah manhandles Dusty (above) and tries to take his eye out with 
a fork (right). Dusty and Abdullah have had dozens of bloody encoun- 
ters like this one. With the Butcher’s recent return to the NWA, this 


DUSTY RHODES 


Actually, we like to think of Dusty 
more like a prime-quality steak—and 
so did Abdullah, who on this night 
truly lived up to his nickname. With 


visions of Dusty Teriyaki tempting his 
palate, the Butcher descended upon the 
popular wrestler with a razor-sharp 
fork. 

“Never in my career have I been 
more frightened,” Rhodes admits. 
“Everyone knows Abdullah is mad. I | 
thought he was gonna kill me.” 

The match began in typical Dusty- 
Abdullah fashion—a casual carnage 
that would leave both men and the 
first four rows of spectators soaked 
with blood. 

Then Abdullah brought out the cut- 
lery. ‘He definitely bent the rules a 
little,’’ Rhodes chided. ‘‘What should I 
have done? Hit him with a frying 
pan?”’? Rhodes can laugh about the 
match today, but back in 1976 he was 
the main course of destruction. O 
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FRENCH CONNECTION 


INDRETHEGIANT& 
DINO BRAVO'SPLOT TO 
DESTROY HACKSAW DUGGAN 


When Hacksaw Duggan waves the American flag, not everyone 
cheers. Andre the Giant and Dino Bravo, two men proud of their 
French heritage, have decided to silence the 2x4-toting patriot. They'll 
stop at nothing less than Hacksaw’s complete destruction! 
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S IT JUST a coincidence that the 

two men who have terrorized 
Hacksaw Duggan for the past six 
months are both French-speaking 
rulebreakers? Maybe. But the rum- 
blings of conspiracy seem to indicate 
otherwise. 

Andre the Giant is a native of Gre- 
noble, France; Dino Bravo hails from 
Quebec, a predominantly French- 
speaking province in Canada. To- 
gether, they are plotting Duggan’s 
destruction. 

The trouble began just after Wres- 
tleMania IV. Andre and Duggan 
linked up in one of the fiercest 
feuds of the year. It was a feud that 
revived the giant in Andre and en- 
abled him to resume his course to- 
ward the WWF World title. 

Afterward, Duggan came under at- 
tack from Bravo who, like Andre, is 
also searching for a steppingstone to 
the World title. What better choice 
than the already-battered Duggan? 

Duggan is immensely popular 
with the fans. Bravo and his manag- 
er Frenchy Martin are one of the 
most hated duos in the WWF, a dis- 
tinction that certainly pours gasoline 
on the raging fire known as the Bra- 
vo-Duggan feud. 

But this feud is not simply about 
two men who hate each other's 
guts. It’s about American and French 
patriotism. Martin, another member 
of the French conspiracy against 
Duggan, taunts fans with a sign that 
reads “USA Is Not OK!” Duggan, 
meanwhile, bleeds red, white, and 
blue. 

“He thinks he’s America’s person- 
al crusader,” said Gino Brito, a WWF 

(Continued on page 66) 


Andre the Giant backs Hacksaw Duggan 
into a comer (top left). Duggan puts Dino 
Bravo in a side headlock (left). Andre and 
Bravo are disgusted with Duggan’s loud 
shows of American patriotism. They want 
fans to know that French patriots are alive 
and well in the WWF. 
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Andre before he gets you. 
| think Greg Valentine and The 
Honky Tonk Man just hurt people 
for spite and for the fun of it. They 
are the ones who do illegal actions 
in their matches, not Duggan! Hack- 
saw only whacks his opponents 
when they deserve it! 
| get upset when someone says 
something bad about Hacksaw. He 
is one of the best in wrestling. Stop 
cheering. for Duggan? Never! 
MARILYN STRAUB 
Toledo, OH 


BEHIND HER MAN 

| admire all the wrestlers for their 
ability and wrestling skills. It takes 
long, hard hours of training to ac- 
quire a good physique and knowl- 
edge of the game. The man | admire 
most of all is Barry Windham. 

Barry has the ability to learn and 
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MOVING? | 


Kindly give us 8 weeks 
advance notice 

Are you moving? If so, please give us a | 
weeks advance notice so we can continue to | 
service your subscription promptly. Check the | 
magazine(s) listed below you subscribe to: 
() THE WRESTLER 
INSIDE WRESTLING 
SPORTS REVIEW WRESTLING 
PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 
WRESTLING 89/WRESTLING 
SUPERSTARS 
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(Continued from page 7) 


Barry Windham slaps the claw on Sting. Reader Melissa Motley remains a big Windham 
supporter, even though he is a member of the Horsemen. 


understand. That's why I’m such a 
big fan of his. People say Barry 
turned against his friends when he 
joined The Four Horsemen, but look 
at how the fans have treated Barry. 
Everybody hates him now! Well, | 
don't. 
| am behind Barry Windham 100 
percent, whether he’s a Horseman 
or not, and | will be until the end! 
MELISSA MOTLEY 
Rossville, GA 


GIMMICKS AND TALENT 

| have been a fan of wrestling for 
many years and | must say that the 
WWF is now experiencing a great 
resurgence of talent. First, they add- 


ed Terry Taylor and Curt Hennig. Big 
Bossman was also a good addition. 
Now the WWF has topped itself by 
adding a new face, The Blue Blazer. 

Don’t get me wrong, I’m not one 
for gimmicks. The WWF already has 
too many snakes, dogs, and birds, 
and the Blazer looks like a cross be- 
tween all three! The difference with 
Blue Blazer, however, is that this guy 
can wrestle! I’ve never seen a man 
who combines acrobatic skill and 
strength the way he does. He looks 
like he’s unbeatable! The ropes can’t 
even contain him! He jumps over 


them, under them, and _ even 
through them! 
(Continued on page 52) 


THIS MONTH IN... 


NF, 


SPECIAL COLOR-PACKED 
YEAR-END ISSUE! 
100-PAGE' SUPER SPECTACULAR! 


Find out the winners in the Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated Achievement ’88 
balloting—a special section packed with 
FULL-COLOR photos! 


PLUS... 

A comprehensive and unique look at 
1988—THE YEAR IN REVIEW ... 
Your own wild and improbable 
UNOFFICIAL OFFICIAL AWARDS... 
PREDICTIONS '89 will look at what you 
think will happen in wrestling next year 
... Exclusive and extensive index for 
PWand all sister publications 


All this and much more... 
» inthe March 1989 issue of 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated 


DON’T MISS IT! 
ON SALE NOVEMBER 22! 


Umesticks 


A special analysis by J.J. DILLON: 
TULLY BLANCHARD & 
ARN ANDERSON will fail under 
BOBBY HEENAN! 


Outrage in the WWF! HULK HOGAN is 
humiliated by BIG BOSSMAN 


PLUS... 

THE ROAD WARRIORS’ message to 
BARRY WINDHAM: “Leave STING 
alone—he’s ours to cripple!”... 
JERRY LAWLER threatens Inside 
Wrestling with a lawsuit!...Itsa 
double nightmare in the CWA as DAN 
DAVIS takes on KEN WAYNE... 
“Hotseat” interview with SGT, 
SLAUGHTER: “I’m back to answer 
America’s call!”... 

JIM CORNETTE and PAUL E. 
DANGEROUSLY face off “One On One” 


Allthisand much more... 
in the February 1989 issue of 
Inside Wrestling 


ON SALE NOW! 


THE EXCITEMENT 
LIVES ON! 


THE SUPERSTARS 
OF A 


The December 1988 edition of The Wrestler was a 
collectors’ dream! It included a dynamic eight- 
page FULL-COLOR section featuring ‘‘The 
Superstars Of A Super Summer’’ competing in 
some of 1988's greatest cards and matches! 
Included in this exciting full-color section: Hulk 
Hogan, Sting, Randy Savage, Lex Luger, Rick 
Rude, The Ultimate Warrior, Jerry Lawler, Ric 
Flair, Hacksaw Duggan, The Fantastics, Dusty 
Rhodes, Ted DiBiase, Barry Windham, The Honky 
Tonk Man, and Nikita Koloff! Also included in this 
magnificent special issue is a full analysis of the 
summer's top action, plus all the regular Wrestler 
stories and features. This issue was a newsstand 
sellout, but we have a limited number of back 
issues available for the collectors’ bargain price of 
only $5.00 each. Don’t be disappointed—order 
yours today! 


| Make check or money order payable} 
| and send to: 

{iv SPORTS 

BOX 48 

ROCKHILL CENTRE, NY 11571 


| Please rush me|\——-——_——_ Copies of the 

| December 1988 edition of The Wrestler. 
| enclose $5.00 (U.S. FUNDS ONLY) for 

| each copy | am ordering. 


| State Zip 


jes: funds only. All other countries $7.00. Please 
allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 
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The Blue Blazer executes a flying bodypress on Steve Lombardi. Wrestlers like Blue Blazer 
make the WWF the home of exciting wrestling, writes David Whitford. 


With the new breed of talent in 
the WWF, it’s only a matter of time 
before wrestling’s rebirth takes 
place. Like | said, they can keep the 
gimmicks, but as long as they con- 
tinue to excite the fans with good 
matches in the ring, the WWF will 
stay number one! 

DAVID WHITFORD 
Madison, WI 


GIVE UP, WORLD CLASS 


Am | the only one who's been - 


noticing that every time the AWA 
and World Class sponsor a 


“Tennessee vs. Texas” card, the Ten- 
nesseans prove how superior they 


are? Is everyone aware of this trend, 
or is it just me? Let’s look at the 
recent matches. 


Last month, in a great match, Jeff 
Jarrett—a longtime Memphis heart- 
throb—beat Eric Embry for World 
Class’ light heavyweight title. Until 
that time, there had been no major 
title changes in these exciting inter- 
federational clashes. But Jarrett’s im- 
portant victory was only the 
beginning. 

Jerry Lawler and Kerry Von Erich 
have been competing in title unifica- 
tion matches for months. Lawler is 
clearly dominating. Once, he even 
gave Kerry back the World Class belt 
because “The King” realized he had 
won unfairly. 

Now, however, no doubts remain. 
The title is unified—and it’s in Jerry 
Lawler’s hands. Recently in Mem- 

(Continued on page 54) 
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ILLUSTRATED 


BACK ISSUES 1 y x 


Complete your collection of PRO 
WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED. Don’t miss out 
on the excellence that has made PW/ the 
leader in wrestling journalism. PLUS—Each 
issue contains a giant FULL-COLOR poster 
of one of your favorite wrestling stars. 
Quantities limited—order today! [NOTE: 
Cover stories noted in BOLDFACE.] 


June 1982/COLOR PINUP: Nick Bock- 
winkel. Adonis & Ventura, Snuka, 
Patera, Flair. 

August 1982/COLOR PINUP: Dino Bra- 
vo. Steamboat & Rich, Andre, Martel, 
Piper, Blassie. 

October 1982/COLOR PINUP: Jerry 
Lawler. Ric Flair, Rhodes, Graham, 
Race, Funk Jr. 

January 1983/COLOR PINUP: Ken 
Patera. Rick Steamboat, Rich, Brody, 
Sullivan, Backlund. 

February 1983/COLOR PINUP: Ivan 
Putski. Rhodes vs. Garvin, Snuka, Su- 
per Destroyer, Bockwinkel, Funk. 

April 1983/COLOR PINUP: Superstar 
Graham. Mil Mascaras, Valentine, Om- 
dortf, Hart. 

June 1983/COLOR PINUP: Cowboy 
Bob Orton, Rick Martel, Von Erich, 
Slaughter, Muraco. 

July 1983/COLOR PINUP; Ivan Koloff. 
Tommy Rich, Patera, Von Erich, Snuka. 


August {anette ee any 
Zbyszko. pelt per, Sullivan, Zbys- 
zko, Von Erich, Wrestling II. 

October 1983/COLOR PINUP: Junk- 


yard Dog. Tommy Rich, Johnson, Ado- 
nis, Rhodes, Piper. 

November 1983/COLOR PINUP: 
Roddy Piper. Harley Race, Santana, 
Mascaras, Ellering, Valiant, Race. 
December 1983/COLOR PINUP: Wa- 
hoo McDaniel, Dusty Rhodes, Hayes, 
Steamboat, Hansen, DiBiase. 

January 1984/COLOR PINUP: Harley 
Race. Rick Martel, Snuka, Freebirds, 
Dillon, Sawyer. 


February 1984/COLOR PINUP: Jim 


Garvin & Sunshine. Greg Valentine, Su- 


per Destroyer, Race, Sawyer, Abdullah. 
June 1984/COLOR PINUP: Dick Slater. 


Ted DiBiase, Wrestling |I, Magnum T.A., 


Patera, Hogan. 

July 1984/COLOR PINUP: Paul Eller- 
ing. ren Valiant, JYD, Fab Ones, 
Gagne, Windham. 

August 1984/COLOR PINUP: Stan 
Hansen. Jerry Lawler, Sullivan, Slaugh- 
ter, Blackwell & Patera, Flair. 

October 1984/COLOR PINUP; Billy 
Jack. Kerry Von Erich, Martel, Blan- 
chard, Fabulous Blonds, Armstrong. 


November 1984/COLOR PINUP: Rick 
Martel, . Slaughter, Von Erich, Road 
Warriors, Windham, Rotundo: 


January 1985/COLOR PINUP: Tito 
Santana. Road Warriors, Billy Jack, 
Hayes, 1984 fan ballot. 

February 1985/COLOR PINUP: Mag- 
num T.A. Rick Martel, Hogan, Backlund, 
Ellering. 

April 1985/COLOR PINUP: Ronnie Gar- 
vin, Jimmy Snuka, Warriors, Gordy, 
Flair, Rhodes. 

June 1985/COLOR PINUP: Barry Wind- 
ham. i bas Slaughter, Hogan, 
Von Erich, T.A. 


HULK vs. ANDRE? 


Tel WWF BRaces ron Af ol 


MAY 1987 


July 1985/COLOR PINUP: Sot. Slaugh- 
ter. Hogan vs. Piper, Warriors, One 
Man Gang, T.A., Martel. 

September 1985/COLOR PINUP: Junk- 
yard . Magnum T.A, Von Erich, Ho- 
gan, AWA scouting reports. 

October 1985/COLOR PINUP: Chris 
Adams. Rick Steamboat, Warriors, 
Nikita, WWF scouting reports. 
November 1985/COLOR PINUP: Ran- 
dy Savage. Ric Flair, Slaughter, Steam- 
boat, World Class scouting reports. 


December 1985/COLOR PINUP: Jesse 
Ventura. Great American Bash, Von 
Erich, Orndorff, Williams & DiBiase. 


January 1986/COLOR PINUP: Hack- 
saw Duggan. Hulk Hogan, T.A., Brody. 


February 1986/COLOR PINUP: Nikita 

Koloff. Mike Von Erich, Warriors, San- 

tana, Taylor, Barbarian, Race. 

April 1986/COLOR PINUP: Ric Flair. 
fendi Richter, Adams & Hernandez, 

Dusty & Warriors vs. Flair & Andersons. 


May 1986/COLOR PINUP: Rick Steam- 
boat. Road Warriors, Humongous, Bull- 
dogs, Hansen vs. Martel. 


—_ e sis hoe ee Von 
rich. Hulk Hogan, Adams, Duggan,, 
Scott Hall. ‘* 


July 1986/COLOR PINUP: King Kong 
Bundy. R & R Express, Hall and Hennig, 
Ventura, Warriors. 


August 1986/COLOR PINUP: Dusty 
Rhodes, Randy Savage, Lugar vs. 
Race, Blanchard vs. Flair, Rude. 
October 1986/COLOR PINUP: John 
Studd. Nikita Koloff, Savage vs. Bundy, 
Landell, Flair vs. Lugar, Simpson. 
November 1986/COLOR PINUP: Baby 
Doll, British Bull , Von Erich, Han- 
sen, Gordy, Flair-Tully-Arn-Ole. 
December 1986/COLOR PINUP: Great 
American Bash. Great American Bash, 
Midnight Rockers, Von Erich, Windham. 


January 1987/COLOR PINUP: Fabu- 
lous Freebirds. Roddy Piper, Nikita vs. 
T.A., Snuka, Simpson. 

February 1987/COLOR PINUP: Savage 
& Elizabeth. UWF Tournament, T.A., 
Baby Doll, Hogan vs, Orndorff. 


April 1987/COLOR PINUP: Lex Lhe 
Dusty & Nikita, DiBiase, DeBeers, Din- 
go, WWF Housecleaning. 

May 1987/COLOR PINUP: Steve Wil- 
liams. Andre-Hogan, UWF Toumy, Al- 
bano, Cornette, Dynamite Kid, Kerry. 
June 1987/COLOR PINUP: Hulk Ho- 
gan. Magnum T.A., Can-Ams, Warriors, 
reebirds, Hall. 
July 1987/COLOR PINUP: Midnight 
Rockers. Steamboat-Savage, Luger, 
Duggan, Garvins, Sting. 
August 1987/COLOR PINUP: Jim Gar- 
vin & Precious. Hogan-Andre, Warriors, 
Windham-Flair, Gordy, Bigelow. 
October 1987/COLOR PINUP: Ted Di- 
Biase. Ric Flair, Williams, Rockers, Ho- 
} gan vs. Steamboat, NWA & WWF, 


Make Check Payable And Send To: 


November 1987/COLOR PINUP: 
George Steele. Nikita Koloff, Warriors, 
Harts, Hogan, Windham. 

Jani 1988/COLOR PINUP: The 
Road Warriors. Ted DiBiase, Flair-Gar- 
vins, Hogan & Ventura, Zbyszko. 
Pathe? Das petend PINUP: Ronnie 
Garvin, Randy Savage, Garvin-Flair, 
Von Erichs, Freebirds. 

April 1988/COLOR PINUP: Rick Martel. 
Lex Luger, Flair-Garvin, Kerry, Survivor 
Series, Iron Sheik. 

May 1988/COLOR PINUP: Ser 
dre, Valentine-Beefcake, Flair, ette, 
Owen Hart. 

June 1988/COLOR PINUP: Tully Blan- 
chard. Hulk Hogan, Muraco, Perez, 
Rockers, Bunkhouse Stampede. 


July 1988/COLOR PINUP: Curt Hennig. 
Hogan vs. Andre, Express vs. Rockers, 
Beefcake, Perez, Rotundo-Sting. 
August 1988/COLOR PINUP: A! Perez. 
Savage & Hogan, Gilbert-Lawler, Four 
Horsemen, Kerry Von Erich. 


October 1988/COLOR PINUP: Ultimate 
Warrior. Sting, Savage, Lawler, Wil- 
liams, Steamboat, Varsity Club. 
November 1988/COLOR PINUP: The 
Midnight Express. Hogan, Rhodes, Ex- 
press, Powers of Pain. 

December 1988/COLOR PINUP: Hack- 
saw Duggan. Four Horsemen, Brody, 
Bigelow, Garvin, Precious. 

January 1989/COLOR PINUP: Barry 
Windham. Hogan-Savage-Elizabeth, 
Warriors, Sting. 

February 1989/COLOR PINUP: Jake 
Roberts. Luger, Hogan-Savage, Kevin 


Von, Beefcal e-Bass. 
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A SECOND 
CHANCE TO CATCH 


“THE 
BIG ONES” 


PWI 
March 1987 


PWI 
March 1988 


The year-end issues of Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
are always the most anticipated wrestling 
magazines of the year. And the 1986 and 1987 
issues made publishing history. Each issue is a 
full 100 pages packed with color and the year-end 
features PW/ readers have come to expect. We 
have limited supplies of these newsstand sell- 
outs, so don't be disappointed twice. Order your 

copies today. Only $5.00 each. 


and send to: 


Itv sPoRTS 

IBOXx 48 

[ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 
Please rush me the magazines | have 


| checked below. | enclose $5.00 (U.S. 
FUNDS ONLY) for each one | am ordering. 


“THE BIG ONES”’ 
ONLY $5.00 each. 
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FAN FORUM 


(Continued from page 52) 


phis, Lawler survived an all-out war 
with Von Erich in a cage match and 
walked away with two belts. 
Through their heroic actions, 
Lawler and Jarrett have proven the 
superiority of the Tennessee wres- 
tlers. | think it’s about time every- 


 - 


(whom I’ve had the pleasure of 
meeting) proved to the world that 
they are the most sensational tag 
team for a long while! And look, The 
Rock ‘n’ Roll Express wimps have 
even broken up in fear of the 
Midnights. 


/ 


ce eel 


ge 


Stan Lane chinlocks Bobby Fulton. Reader C. Foster is impressed by Lane’s martial arts 
skills and the high-flying repertoire of his partner Bobby Eaton. 


body realized this important point. 

In fact, the people who run World 

Class better realize it soon, or else 
they'll have no belts left! 

TIM McCARTHY 

Chicago 


HAIL TO THE EXPRESS 

Now, maybe all you morons out 
there will once and for all realize 
that Jim Cornette and The Midnight 
Express are the greatest tag team 
since The Road Warriors were in 
their prime. 

Stan Lane and Bobby Eaton 


Stan Lane’s martial arts are devas- 
tating and Bobby Eaton’s high-flying 
tactics are uncanny. These two grap- 


plers deserve the respect of 
everyone! 
C. FOSTER 
Vallejo, CA 


ON THE ROAD AGAIN! 

A short note to those who said 
that The Road Warriors were washed 
up, that they’d never win a world 
title again: 

Ha! 

BARRY MINKER 


Atlanta) 


May 1980/Stories include: Andre, Mas- 
caras, Bockwinkel, Patera. 

dune 1980/Stories include: Backlund, 
Abdullah, Brisco, Flair. 

August 1980/Stories include: Valentine, 
Zbyszko, Von Erich, Albano. 
September 1980/Stories include: Ladd, 
Patera, Steamboat, Gagne. 

October 1980/Stories include: Patera, 
Rhodes, Wrestling |, Morales. 

January 1981/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Rhodes, Patera, Von Erich. 
February 1981/Stories include: Zbys- 
zko, Patera, Iron Sheik, Wrestling If. 
March 1981/Stories include: Rich, Sa- 
moans, Blassie, Wrestling II. 

May 1981/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, DiBiase, Moondogs. 

June 1981/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Piper, Rich, Martel. 

July 1981/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Flair, Atlas. 

August 1981/Siories include: DiBiase, 
Slaughter, Martel, Idol. 

October 1981/Stories include: Funks, 
Rhodes, Race, Sullivan. 

January 1982/Stories include: Rich, 
Steamboat, Sullivan, Sammartino. 
March 1982/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Albano, Flair, Race. 

April 1982/Stories include: Brisco, Arm- 
strongs, Valentine, Santana. 

May 1982/Stories include: Backlund, 
Von Erich, Graham, Rich. 

June 1982/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Reed, Albano, Piper. 

July 1982/Stories include; Rich, Sawyer, 
Flair, Steamboat. 

August 1982/Stories include: Bockwink- 
el, Steamboat, Mulligans, Piper. 
September 1982/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Hogan, Armstrong, Blair. 
October 1982/Stories include: Snuka, 
Rhodes, Santana, Piper. 

November 1982/Stories include: Flair, 
Snuka, Piper, Blair. 

December 1982/Stories include: Snuka, 
Rich, Kamala, Junkyard Dog. 
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January 1983/Stories include: Putski, 
Muraco, Windham, Bockwinkel. 
February 1983/Stories include: Bock- 
winkel, Backlund, Rich, Kamala. 

April 1983/Stories include: Rhodes, Ti- 
ger Mask, Sammartino, Bundy. 

May 1983/Stories include: Samoans, 
Von Erich, Rhodes, Orndorff. 

June 1983/Stories include: Windham, 
Martel, Brody, Andre. 

July 1983/Stories include: Flair, Adonis, 
Sullivan, Zbyszko. 

August 1983/Stories include: Valentine, 
Blanchard, Windham, Street. 
September 1983/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Ellering, Von Erich, Briscos. 
October 1983/Stories include: Race, * 
Sawyer, Briscos, Bass. 

November 1983/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Santana, Von Erichs, Kabuki. 
December 1983/Stories include: Mas- 
Caras, Superstar, Von Erich, Zbyszko. 
January 1984/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Hogan, Von Erich, Road Warriors. 
March 1984/Stories include: Santana, 
Hogan, Von Erich, Sawyers. 

April 1984/Stories include: Hogan, Eller- 
ing, Von Erich, Rhodes. 

May 1984/Stories include: Windham, 
Brody, Road Warriors, Junkyard Dog. 
June 1984/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Billy Jack, Flair, Armstrong. 

July 1984/Stories include: Rich, Billy 
Jack, Valiant, Von Erich. 

August 1984/Stories include: Garvin, 
Sullivan, Freebirds, Street. 

September 1984/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Piper, Steamboat, Billy Jack. 
October 1984/Stories include: Flair, 
Rhodes, Magnum T.A., Bundy. 
November 1984/Stories include: Billy 
Jack, Von Erich, Piper, Brody. 
December 1984/Stories include: Martel, 
Santana, Von Erich, Steamboat. 
Plena 1985/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Warriors, Albano, Koloffs. 


February 1985/Stories include: War- 
riors, Santana, Billy Jack, Nikita Koloff. 


March 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Warriors, Martel, Rude. 

April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 
Von Erich-Adams, Flair, Tonga & Snuka. 
May 1985/Stories include: Warriors. 
Backlund, Santana, Rich. 

June 1985/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Windham, Rich, Hogan, 

July 1985/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Reed, Martel, Sunshine. 

A 1985/BONUS 4-PG, COLOR 

tS) IN! Plus: Warriors, Magnum T.A., 
Sheik & Volkoff, McGraw. 

September 1985/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Von Erich, Savage, R&R Express. 
October 1985/Stories include: Flair, 
Windham, Shultz, Martel. 

November 1985/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Zbyszko, R&R Express, Von Erichs. 
December 1985/Stories include: Rude, 
Fantastics, Muraco, Uncle Elmer. 
January 1986/20th Anniversary Issue! 
10 Greatest Wrestlers, Rhodes, Hogan, 
Sammartino. 

February 1986/Stories include: Hogan, 
Ormdorff, Flair, Hansen. 

March 1986/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Duggan, Hansen-Martel. 

April 1986/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Rude, Lugar, Hogan, Magnum T.A. 

May 1986/Stories include: Zbyszko, Von 
Erichs, Santana-Ventura, Hillbillies. 
June 1986/Stories include: Lugar, Her- 
nandez, Flair-Bockwinkel, Hogan, T.A. 
July 1986/Stories include: King Kong 
Bundy, Koloff vs. Graham, Ric Flair. 

A 1986/Stories include: Snuka, 
Bulldogs, Freebirds, Warriors, Duggan. 
September 1986/Stories include: Fan- 
tastics, Adonis, Morton-Flair, Brody. 
October 1986/Stories include: Nikita- 
Magnum, Nord, Bruno, Kerry, Windham. 
November 1986/Stories include: R&R 
Express, Hogan-Orndorff, Von Erich. 
December 1986/Stories include: Flair, 
Bockwinkel, Hogan, Gilbert, Nikita. 
January 1987/Stories include: Heenan, 
Garvins, DiBiase, Borne & Sawyer. 


MAKE CHECK PAYABLE AND MAIL TO: 


February 1987/Stories include: Mag- 
num T.A., Gordy, Steamboat-Roberts. 
March 1987/Stories include: Windham, 
Nikita, Adias, Savage-Steamboat. 

April 1987/Stories include; Hogan, 
Luger, Rich-Lawler, R&R Express. 

May 1987/Stories include: Flair-Nikita, 
Andre-Hogan, UWF, Windham, Hennig. 
June 1987/Stories include: Flair-Wind- 
ham, Can-Ams, Rhodes-Murdoch. 

July 1987/Stories include: Cornette, Hy- 
att, , Harts, Adams, Hansen. 
August 1987/Stories include: Can-Ams, 
Luger vs. Nikita, Fantastics, Koko, Nord. 
peer 1987/Stories include: Ko- 

, Harts, Duggan, Hennig, Hart. 
October 1987/Stories include; Savage- 
Honky Tonk, Horsemen, Patera, Kerry. 
November 1987/Stories include: Wil- 
liams, Luger, Hogan-Khan, Rich. 
December 1987/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Windham, Lawler, Flair, Beefcake. 
Jan 1988/Stories include: Nikita- 
Taylor, Warriors, DiBiase-Duggan. 
February 1988/Stories include: Flair, 
Andre-Hogan, New Breed, Kerry. 
March 1988/Stories include: Hogan, 
Luger-Sting, Calgary, Demolition. 

April 1988/Special issue! Starrcade '87, 
Survivor Series, AWA & World Class. 
Also; Strike Force, Luger, Rockers. 
May 1988/Stories include: Horsemen, 
Hogan, Flair, Fantastics, DiBiase. 
June 1988/Stories include: Sting-Flair, 
DiBiase, Kerry, Nikita, Zenk, 

July 1988/Stories include: Fantastics, 
Hogan, Windham, McMahon, Rich. 
August 1988/Stories include; Savage, 
Windham-Luger split, Demolition, 
Lawler, Ellering. 

September 1988/Stories include: Dug- 
gan vs. Andre, Hogan, Windham. 
October 1988/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Fantastics, Hennig, Roberts-Rude. 
November 1988/Stories include: Mid- 
night Ex., DiBiase, Bossman, Brody. 
January 1989/Stories include: Kevin 
Von, Rougeaus, Horsemen, Hogan. 


BACK ISSUES OF as 


Don’t miss a single issue of the 
magazine that has thrilled wrestling fans 
for two generations, THE WRESTLER. 
Complete your collection of the most 
respected wrestling publication in the 
world today. Supplies are limited. Don’t 
delay—order today! 


SSS | 


T.V. SPORTS ONLY 

civuNess CMARss BOX 48 $3.00 EACH 
Quuryss APR¢s ~=ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 
OaAuGss CMAYss 
OSEPTss CJUNE83 

Cl JULY 88 
ROUSE CO AUG 88 Please send me the back issues I've checked. | enclose $. (U.S. FUNDS 
OpeEcss CSEPT88 ONLY)as paymentin full. PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY 
CJANes7 (OcTss 
OFEBS7 (NOVES 
OmARs7 (1 DECSss 
OAPR87 CIJAN89 Name 
[MAY 87 
(JUNE 87 Apt. 
(JULY 87 Address pt 
(1 AUG 87 
(0 SEPT 87 
0 OcT 87 City 
Cl NOV 87 
Lind Se 
(FEB 88 For all orders except the U.S. and Canada, you must add one dollar for every back issue ordered 


for boat mail, and two dollars for every back issue ordered for airmail. 
Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery 


| in case of a sellout, indicate substitute choice: 


SS SS ee 


DREAM MATCH 


(Continued from page 20) 


“Gentlemen, the match between 
Sting and Ultimate Warrior for the un- 
disputed heavyweight title of the world 
will be the largest-grossing event in 
sports history.” 


PRIVATE THOUGHTS: STING 


Life has its own agenda, Sting con- 
cluded, and sometimes we are power- 
less to control it. Three weeks ago he 
had locked the door of his beachfront 
Malibu duplex, anticipating the work- 
ing vacation of a lifetime: time in New 
York with an old friend, wrestling in a 
match that had immobilized the wres- 
tling community. Instead, his friend 
had turned on him like a rabid dog; 
he’d been thrashed by his two worst 
enemies. He would hold this embar- 
rassment against the Warrior forever. 

What had happened to Ultimate 
Warrior? When had he turned into a 
renegade, unfit to exist in conventional 
society? What had happened to the 
sweet, thoughtful partner he knew four 
years ago? What series of events con- 
spired to create so bitter a human be- 
ing? Sting didn’t know and he didn’t 
want to know. His own agenda had 
o : 3 been fixed since his debut match: be- 
Ric Flair digs his fingernails into Sting’s scalp (above); Flair and Hogan scored an upset come the world’s greatest wrestler. Be 
over their younger opponents. Sting tries to explain what happened (below), but it was subservient to no man. Enjoy his life. 
clear that he and Warrior were headed toward confrontation. Not like the creep living downtown like 


met. Sting crumpled to the mat but 
managed to crawl to his corner before 
he collapsed. 

“Rock, give a tag. I can’t move. 
Give a tag.” 

Ultimate Warrior stared at his for- 
mer teammate and best friend with 
scorn and loathing. Limousines, hotel 
suites, and kung-fu, he thought con- 
temptuously, see where it’s gotten you? 
With a flick of his foot, Warrior sent 
Sting rolling back to center ring where 
Hogan pounced on him with a vicious 
kneedrop. He tagged off to Flair who 
slapped his vanquished foe a few times 
for good measure before applying the 
pin. 


THE NEXT MATCH 


Vince McMahon could barely dis- | 
guise his glee. He watched the match | 
from a private room in the Beverly — 
Hills Hotel, accompanied by several 
Japanese investors interested in starting 
a promotion in the States. 
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a rat. Why train and push your body | |e te eke ek IKK KKK KKK KKK Kk 
to unendurable limits if you can’t en- 


joy life? He’d make Warrior rue the 
day he turned his back on him. He 
luxuriated in the thought of stretching 
their match to its limits, extending the 


punishment to make Warrior suffer for 
his insolence Our most popular back issue offer! Each of these Super Color Specials 
\ opens up to become a giant 8-page 22” x 32" SuperCenterfold (four times 

the size of a regular PWI centerfold!) e 


PRIVATE THOUGHTS: 
ULTIMATE WARRIOR 


Is it a contradiction to say one so- 
cializes alone? It is not in the case of 
Ultimate Warrior. He lives a solitary 
existence, preferring his own company 
to that of others. He has lost patience 
for those not sharing his simple values 
and work ethic. He had been excited 


The Warrior realized that the only way to 
settle his dispute with Sting was to battle 
him in the ring. He was beginning to hate 
his old partner. 


to see his old friend, but was horrified 
at the changes Sting had undergone. 
He had become one of them, a yuppie 
wrestler, concerned more about style 
than substance. Their first day togeth- 
er, Sting complained about wrestling in 
the mountains because the weather dri- 
ed his skin; moisturizing lotion caused 
him to break out, he said, sincerely 
perplexed. Warrior was ready to crawl 
out of his skin. Was his friend a wres- | | 
tler or a teenaged twit to fret about | | 
such nonsense? He hated Flair, de- 
spised Hogan. But Sting, his friend, | | 
what had happened? Yes, he hated | | J SCS #3 Name 
Hogan and Flair, but Sting—Sting he Oses#g Assress Apt. 
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Sting he would teach the world a most 
fundamental lesson: might makes right. 
(Continued on page 58) 


THE PARTICULARS 


The numbers were huge, appropri- 
ately so. With the help of their agents, 
the cooperation of NWA and WWF 
officials and Rose Bowl representa- 
tives, Warrior and Sting were able to 
negotiate their own contracts. The 
match was for the unification of the 
NWA and WWE World heavyweight 
championships. Each wrestler received 
a $10-million guarantee against a per- 
centage of the gate, closed-circuit, and 
pay-per-view television revenues. 

As an afterthought, Sting sent Vince 
McMahon a copy of the contract, with 
the numbers highlighted and a brief 
note that read, ‘‘Sorry you can’t be 
part of this one, Vinnie. We sure miss 
you.”’ He also sent a check for $10,000 
to Tom Petitjean, urging The Hole’s 
manager to “‘fix some of those cracks 
in the wall, or at least get those rats 
some decent food.’’ The gesture so an- 
gered members of the weightlifting 
club that two of them (Sambo Uretsky 
and Gutter Rat Jones) attempted to 
storm Sting’s hotel room. Sting met 
them in the hallway and dispatched 
them with three punches and a 
dropkick. 


DREAM MATCH 


(Continued from page 57) 


le, 
Sting (above) and Warrior were both guaranteed $10-million for their match. Flair is blood- 
ied by Hogan (below), who used a foreign object to achieve victory in their match on the 


Sting-Warrior undercard. 


THE UNDERCARD 


The second shortest-lived alliance in 
wrestling history ended when Hogan 
and Flair squared off on the under- 
card. The winner would be declared 
the world’s number-one contender and 


earn an immediate title shot at the win- 
ner of the main event. It was hard for 
longtime fans to reconcile this match 
not receiving top billing. It didn’t seem 
proper, like The Rolling Stones warm- 
ing up Def Leppard. 


Flair, wrestling like a teenager, 


(Continued on page 60) 
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June 1979/Stories include: Rhodes, Su- 
perstar, Bockwinkel, Backlund, 
July 1979/Stories include: Rhodes, 

id, Valiant, Brower, 
August 1979/Stories include: Flair, Gar- 
vin, Race, Sammartino. 
September 1979/Stories Include: 
Steamboat, Mascaras, Strongbow, 
Garvin. 
February 1980/Stories include: Patera, 
Snuka, Santana, Albano. 
April 1980/Stories include: Hogan, Rich, 
Backlund, Mascaras, 
May 1980/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Murdoch, Mulligan, Bockwinkel. 
June 1980/Stories include: Putski, An- 
dre, Hernandez, Keirn, 
August 1980/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Wrestling II, Baker, Koloff. 
September 1980/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Rhodes, Ladd, Iron Sheik. 
November 1980/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Putski, Bockwinkel, Koloff. 
January 1981/Stories include: Race, 
Snuka, Morales, Slater. 
April 1981/Stories include: Albano, 
Sammartino Jr., Race, McGraw. 
May 1981/Stories include: Iron Sheik, 
Von Erich, Backlund, Santana. 
June 1981/Stories include; Rhodes, 
Hansen, Piper, Gagne. 
September 1981/Stories include: 
Patera, Koloff, Khan, Junkyard Dog. 
January 1982/Stories include: Flair, Ho- 
gan, Race, Humperdink. 
February 1982/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Flair, Steamboat, Rhodes. 
March 1982/Stories include: Rich, Back- 
lund, Idol, Spoiler. 
April 1982/Stories include: Rhodes, An- 
dre, Von Erich, Piper. 
May 1982/Stories include; Backlund, 
Rhodes, Hogan, Von Erich. 
June 1982/Stories include: Valentine, 
Von Erich, Slaughter, Morales. 
July 1982/Stories include: Hogan, 
Rhodes, Steamboat, Adonis. 
August 1982/Stories include: Andre, 
Bockwinkel, Steamboat, Backlund. 
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September 1982/Stories include: Atlas, 
Piper, Lawler, Brody. 
October 1982/Stories include: Rich, An- 
dre, Piper, Dillon. 
November 1982/Stories include: Flair, 
Snuka, Von Erich, Slaughter. 
December 1982/Stories include; Mulli- 
gan, Rich, Lawler, Grand Wizard. 
February 1983/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Hogan, DiBiase, Race. 
March 1983/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Graham, Johnson, Funk. 
April 1983/Stories include: Snuka, 
Patera, Kabuki, Rich, 
May 1983/Stories include: Rich, Snuka, 


July 1983/Stories include: Hogan, Free- 
birds, Rhodes, Youngblood. 

August 1983/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Garvin, Sullivan, Lawler, 
September 1983/Stories include: Zbys- 
zko, Piper, Andre, Hayes. 

October 1983/Stories include: Wrestling 
ll, Backlund, Junkyard Dog, Rhodes. 
November 1983/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Reed, Von Erich, Dillon. 

December 1983/Stories include; Von 
Erich, Samoans, Valiant, Road Warriors. 
March 1984/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Rich, Rhodes, Garvin. 

April 1984/Stories include: Flair, Steam- 
boat, Superstar, Windham. 

May 1984/Stories include; Iron Sheik, 
Steamboat, Rotundo, Von Erich. 

June 1984/Stories include: Flair, 
Slaughter, Cornette, DiBiase. 

July 1984/Stories include: Valiant, Flair, 
Martel, Wrestling II. 
August 1984/Stories include: Junkyard 
Son taebon T.A., Idol, Spoiler. 
September 1984/Stories include: Mar- 
tel, Brody, Von Erich, lron Sheik. 
October 1984/Stories include: Billy 
Jack, Road Warriors, Steamboat, Piper. 
November 1984/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Rich, Hernandez, Warriors, 
December 1984/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Warriors, Sullivan, Magnum T.A. 
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BACK ISSUES OF =a 


Be sure to fill in the gaps in your 
collection of INSIDE WRESTLING, ‘“‘The 
magazine that rips the lid off pro 
wrestling.”’ Get all the information you 
need to keep up on the pro wrestling 
scene. Don’t be left out. Avoid 
sellouts—order today! 


January 1985/Stories include; Magnum 
T.A., Rhodes, Atlas, Von Erich. 

February 1985/Stories include: Rich, 
Adams, Valiant, Flair. 

March 1985/Stories include: Backlund, 
Billy Jack, Koloffs, Von Erichs. 

April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, Al- 
bano & Hogan, Steamboat, Gordy. 

May 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Garvin, Albano, Koloffs. 

June 1985/Stories include; Warriors, 
Slaughter, Von Erichs, Studd & Patera. 
July 1985/Stories include: Hogan, Von 
Erich, Nikita, Warriors. 

August 1985/Stories include: Wrestle- 


February 1987/Stories include: Hogan- 
Piper-Orndorff, Taylor, Flair. 

March 1987/Stories include: Flair, 
Missy, Luger, Bulldogs, Koloffs. 

April 1987/Stories include: Windham, 
Steamboat, Ellering, Duggan. 

May 1987/Stories include: Windham & 
Luger, Steamboat, Hogan-Andre. 

June 1987/Stories include: Piper-Ado- 
nis, Horsemen, Adams, Hall, Brody. 
July 1987/Stories include: Danny Davis, 
DiBiase, Rockers, Rotundo, Andersons. 
August 1987/Stories include; Dusty & 
Nikita, Hogan, Mike Von, Cornette. 
September 1987/Stories include: Ho- 


Sullivan, St I. mania, Zbyszko vs. The Tonga Kid. gan-Race, R&R Exp., Rich, Honky Tonk. 
June 1983/Stories include: Studd, Gar- September 1985/Stories include: Piper, | October 1987/Stories include; R&R Ex- 
vin, Rogers, Orton. Flair, Fantastics, Magnum T.A. press, Hogan, Taylor-Adams, Lawler. 


October 1985/Stories include: Russian 
menace, Von Erichs, Rude & Barr. 
November 1985/Stories include: Steam- 
boat, Adams, Freebirds, Cornette. 
December 1985/Stories include: San- 
tana, Brody, Andersons, Murdoch. 
January 1986/Stories include: Steam- 
boat, Mike Von Erich, Warriors. 
February 1986/Stories include: R'n'R 
Express, Warriors, Mulligan & Windham. 
March 1986/Stories include: Windham 
& Rotundo, Warriors-Russians, Rude, 

1 1986/Stories include: Scott Hall, 
R , Flair, Andre, Bill Watts 
May 1986/Stories include; Randy Sav- 
age, Stan Hansen, Rock 'n’ Rolls. 
June 1986/Stories include: Bulldogs, 
Windham-Flair, Lance Von, Blanchard, 
July 1986/All-American Special Issue. 
Stories include: Hogan, Slaughter, T.A. 
August 1986/Stories include: Wrestle- 
Mania 2, Garvins, Martel, Fab Ones. 
September 1986/Stories include: 
Andre,Rhodes-T.A., Adams, Windham. 
October 1986/Stories include: Flair-Lu- 
gar, Savage, Fantastics, Warriors. 
November 1986/Stories include: War- 
riors-Flair, Bulldogs, Watts, Adams. 
December 1986/Stories include: Ho- 
gan-Adonis, R&R Express, Baby Doll. 
January 1987/Stories include: Rude- 
Flair, Piper, T.A., Taylor. 


November 1987/Stories include: War 
Games, Mr. T, Bulldogs, Rhodes. 
December 1987/Stories include: Free- 
birds, Rhodes, Magnum, Savage, Perez. 
January 1988/Stories include: R&R- 
Horsemen, Hogan, Flair-Garvin. 
February 1988/Stories include: Savage, 
Kevin Von, Sting, Tully & Arn. 

March 1988/Stories include: Bigelow, 
Adams, Kolotf, Honky Tonk, Freebirds. 

1 1988/Stories include: Luger-Fiair, 
Ultimate Warrior, Andre-Hogan-DiBiase. 
May 1988/Stories include: Zbyszko, Di- 
Biase, Warriors, Rockers, Fritz Von. 
June 1988/Stories include: Warriors, 
Savage, R&R Express, Baby Doll. 

July 1988/Stories include: Hogan-Sav- 
age-DiBiase, Kerry & Hayes, Sting. 
August 1988/Stories include: Savage, 
Missy Hyatt, Sting, Hayes, Honky Tonk. 
September 1988/SPECIAL ISSUE; Col- 
or cove! of WMIV, Parade of 
Champs, Crockett Cup. Plus: Lawler, 
Von Erich, Hart, Cornette. 

October 1988/Stories include: 
Megapowers vs. Megabucks, Horse- 
men, Lawler. 

November 1988/Stories include; Kerry 
vs. Lawler, Windham, Luger, Muraco, 
December 1988/Stories include: Pow- 
ers of Pain, Ultimate, Flair, Piper. 
January 1989/Stories include: R&R Ex- 
press, Hogan, Sting, Am, Kerry-Lawler. 


en | 


MAKE CHECK PAYABLE AND MAIL TO: 


a ONLY 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 $3.00 EACH 
Please send me the back issues I've checked. | enclose $ (U.S. FUNDS 


ONLY) as payment in full. PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY 
Name 
Th. P 


City 


State Zip 


For all orders except the U.S. and Canada, you must add one dollar for every back issue ordered 
for boat mail, and two dollars for every back issue ordered for airmail, 


Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery 


OS 


trounced Hogan from rope to rope. As 
long suspected, Hogan did not have 
the stamina to compete with Flair, nor 
the smarts to outguess him. He did, 
however, have a small piece of metal 
that he concealed beneath his head- 
band. While Flair bent over him for 
the pin, Hogan smashed the foreign 
object into Flair’s ear. Flair was 
knocked unconscious; Hogan was de- 
clared the winner. 


THE MAIN EVENT 


While Sting waved to some friends 
sitting ringside, Warrior stormed the 
ring, cleared it of the referee and the 
ring. announcer, and picked Sting up 
like a bag of groceries. 

“Want to speak to your friends, 
wimp?”? Warrior cried. ‘‘Let me give 
you a hand!” He hurled Sting into the 
fifth row of seats, then scrambled after 
him. Flinging spectators aside like pil- 
lows, Warrior pounced on Sting and 
slammed his head into the concrete 


DREAM MATCH 


(Continued from page 58) 


Ultimate locks up with Hercules (above). 
Sting twists Am Anderson’s arm around the 
ringpost (left). Warrior beat Sting by DQ, but 
the match took a tremendous physical toll 
on both men. 

floor. A cut opened immediately on 
Sting’s forehead and blood soaked the 
ringside audience. Warrior meant to 
end the match early—and would have, 
had his haymaker met its mark. In- 
stead, Sting ducked; Warrior’s giant 
fist connected with the jaw of actor 
Tom Cruise, who was sitting ringside 
(the impact of the blow shattered the 
actor’s face; he would require extensive 
reconstructive surgery). 

Meanwhile, the commotion caused 
by the inadvertent blow gave Sting 
time to recover. A high kick to War- 
rior’s chest knocked the WWF champ 
over a row of chairs onto his back. 
Sting raised a folding chair over his 
head and once, twice, three times 
brought it down on the prone Warrior. 

Fans recoiled in horror at the unrav- 
eling bloodbath. Not a moment’s ac- 
tion had been spent inside the ring; not 
a single legal blow had been struck. 
Warrior, his face a crimson mess, 
crawled into the ring and remarkably 
stood his ground. 

“C’mon, you coward!”? Warrior 
screamed. ‘‘Put your chair down and 
fight!” 


Sting glared at his old friend 
through eyes masked by a waterfall of 
blood and sweat. An attempt to wipe 
his brow simply increased the flow. He 
climbed into the ring and faced 
Warrior. 

“You want me, pal, you got me,” 
Sting said and just as suddenly drop- 
kicked his opponent across the ring. 
Warrior flung immediately to his feet, 
ducked under a Sting forearm, and 
squeezed his old tag team partner into 
a crushing bearhug. The blood stopped 
gushing from Sting’s gaping cut—in 
fact, the blood stopped flowing in his 
body period. Warrior’s grip tightened 
as Sting’s strength slowly ebbed. 

But Sting was not the wimp UIti- 
mate Warrior made him out to be. 
With his last bit of energy, the NWA 
champ managed to hook Warrior’s 
legs from behind. The two fell to the 
mat. Sting wasted no time—he scram- 
bled behind Warrior and clamped the 
scorpion leglock on him, As Warrior 
screamed in agony, Sting increased the 
pressure. 

“Tm gonna tear your legs off!” 
Sting howled. Through sheer force of 
will, Warrior inched himself toward 
the ropes and grabbed on. The referee, 
who until now had waged a comic bat- 
tle to control the action, tapped Sting 
on the back. 

“Break the hold, Sting,’’ he or- 
dered. “Break the hold now! The 
man’s on the ropes.” 

“Not in this lifetime,’’ Sting barked 
back. ‘I’m going to break his legs.’’ 

The referee immediately disqualified 
Sting, but still he maintained the scor- 
pion on Warrior. No one had ever 
endured Sting’s finishing maneuver for 
this long. Warrior’s legs seemed to 
bend upon themselves. Warrior contin- 
ued his crawl toward the ring apron 
and was finally able to roll off onto 
the concrete floor. The two former 
friends, ghoulishly bloody, exchanged 
blows until a security force could sepa- 
rate them. 


THE AFTERMATH 


Sting and Ultimate Warrior did not 
exchange Christmas cards that year. 
Warrior defeated Hogan and defended 
the belt for eight months before for- 
saking the ring for the movie screen. 
His debut appearence in the film Faces 
earned critical reviews; the picture 
starred Tom Cruise. 

Sting left his condo, his Hollywood 
Boulevard star, and his title; opting for 
a simpler lifestyle, he moved to Japan 
where he finished out his career. 
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means that Eaton and Lane will have 
fewer chances to regain the belts 
from the Warriors. Eaton, however, 
isn’t concerned. 

“They attacked us before the bell, 
and that’s the only reason they won 
the belts,” he said. “If they take us 
on fair and square, there’s no way 
they could beat us. They never could 
before, so why could they now?” 

The Midnights, however, refuse to 
admit that they were simply am- 
bushed by a determined, angry War- 
rior duo that has become even more 
dangerous since attacking Sting on 
October 9. In fact, Sting has privately 
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prove that they're the best NWA 
World tag team champions ever. In 
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Paul E. Dangerously and his “original” Midnight Express—Randy Rose and Dennis Con- 
drey—say they’re superior to Jim Comette’s Midnight Express. 


nom admitted that Hawk and Animal might 

Adaiwes be impossible to beat until some of 
their anger dies down. 

=f The Warriors said they will meet all 
challengers, including rulebreakers. 

Nae a and fan favorites, in an attempt to 


GRAPEVINE 


(Continued from page 8) 


fact, Paul Ellering told Wrestling Su- 
perstars that his team might even de- 
fend the belts in Japan. 

It was simple jealousy that led to 
the breakup of The Stud Stable, ac- 
cording to Diamond Dallas Page, 
manager of the AWA World tag team 
champions Bad Company. 

“They're all jealous that we have 
the belts and they don’t,” said Page, 
manager of Paul Diamond and Pat 
Tanaka, after watching a videotape of 


the incident that led to the breakup of 


what was the most powerful alliance 
in the CWA. “Robert Fuller and Jim- 
my Golden ain’t got nothin’, so they 
figured, ‘Well, Cactus Jack and Gary 
Young have the CWA belts, so we'll 
try to get some belts of our own.’ 
They were embarrassed. 

“But then Jack and Young figured, 
‘Well, we’re the champs, so we de- 
serve the title shot.’ They just 
couldn’t leave well enough alone. 
What they don’t understand is that 
they were wasting their time, because 


there’s no way anybody’s gonna beat 
us for anything, especially some team 
from the CWA.” 

This situation began when both 
CWA teams boasted they were most 
deserving of a shot at the AWA 
champs. When Fuller hit Jack from 
behind with a kendo stick and Stud 
Stable valet Syivia socked Bruno, a 
four-way brawl broke out. Jack and 
Young, however, got the worst of this 
one. When the smoke cleared, Jack 
was lying in a pool of blood, Young 
was bleeding from the forehead, and 
Downtown Bruno, manager of Jack 
and Young, was unconscious. 


Robert Fuller says his Stud Stable is stron- 
ger now that it’s gotten rid of Downtown 
Bruno, Cactus Jack, and Gary Young. 


The following night, the two teams 
squared off and, once again, Young, 
Jack, and Bruno felt the brunt of 
Fuller and Golden’s attack. Bruno 
was piledrived by Golden when he 
went to help Jack, who had been 
clotheslined over the top rope with a 
kendo stick. Fuller and Golden were 
disqualified, but it’s obvious that they 
have their former Stablemates on the 
run. 

“Not only on the run, but beaten 
physically and psychologically,” said 
Fuller. “They had it made when they 
were on our side, but those days are 
over. Soon we'll have the belts and 
they'll have nothing.” O 


ONLY $3.00 EACH 
WRESTLING SUPERSTARS 


Each issue features a spectacular full-color centerfold 
Action Gallery of one of wrestling’s hottest stars. 


ee ee er ee ees es ee ee ee ee ee eee + 


Cae" 
i 


CL] SUMMER/85 


i a = 
1 SUMMER/88 


a 


1 FALL/88 0 WINTER/s8s 


MAKE CHECK PAYABLE AND MAIL TO: ONLY 

T.V. SPORTS 

ee $3.00 EACH 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 

Please send me the back issues I’ve checked. | enclose $________ U.S. FUNDS ONLY 


as payment in full. PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY 
In case of a sellout, indicate substitute choice: 


Name 

Address Apt. 
City 

State Zip 


For all orders except the U.S. and Canada, you must add one dollar for every back issue ordered 
for boat mail, and two dollars for every back issue ordered for airmail. 
Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery 


63 


INTERVIEW 
(Continued from page 24) 


guess. Many people can sense 
brilliance through all the hype. 


WS: What I meant was that some of 


by beating up people until they 
can no longer contend. It’s that 
simple. 


your longtime supporters are ac- WS: Now, that you've captured the 
tually Aappier that The Road belts, will The Midnight Express 
Warriors seem to be back to their get return matches? 
old form again. PE: Sure they will. As many as they 
PE: Enough about the fans, Rodri- want. Bring them on. 
guez! Let’s get on with this, WS: Really? It’s surprising to hear any 
please. manager be that confident when 
WS: I guess I’d better change the sub- speaking about the number-one 
ject. You never seemed to have contenders. 
anything against Sting before the PE: That’s because no other manager 
Richmond match. Where does he has had the good fortune to man- 
fit in to all of this? age men of this caliber. Hawk 
PE: Well, admittedly, it was unfortu- and Animal comprise 567 pounds 
nate that he had to receive the of awesome manhood. I say 
beating that was really intended bring on any team brave enough 
for Rhodes, but when my boys to get in the ring with us. Bring 
get riled up, there’s no controlling on all the contenders you can 
them. Sting just happened to be find! We'll squash ’em with ease, 
in the wrong place at the wrong but the people we're really look- 
time. He was sort of our guinea ing forward to beating up are 
pig. And what an impressive dis- Rhodes, Sting, and Lex Luger. 
poeaharelecappbge bce Bi "Express play it was—Sting will wear a Those are the men that many 
will have a rough time getting the title back neck brace for weeks! Maybe consider the toughest to beat, but 
from an angry Warrior duo. now he’ll realize that we’re right when we demolish them, no one 
ly were awesome. No one had and he’ll leave Dusty, too. I will ever see us as fading veterans 
ever seen anything like The Road doubt it, though; he’s still young again. Foolish people. 
Warriors. and probably doesn’t see how WS: There are some fine established 
PE: That’s true. But again, I must re- Dusty’s using him. He has talent, teams who would like some title 
peat—the attitude of the fans to- but he’s still very green and wet shots, though, men like The Fan- 
ward us does not concern me in behind the ears. He’ll probably tastics and The Sheepherders, 
the least. Who has time for such act like a little poodle and nip at who are also worthy of your 
nonsense? You wrestling writers, our ankles for a while. If he does attention. 
all you care about is who the fans that, we'll step all over him. PE: Of course. And that’s where The 
like and who they don’t like. WS: And Dusty? Road Warriors will be different 
Well, print this: The Road War- PE: (smiling) You have to ask? He’s a from any tag champions in NWA 
riors never liked the fans and dead man. history. Give us different oppo- 
don’t give a damn what the fans WS: Won't this quest for personal nents every night, I say. We shall 
think. We don’t care if one vengeance sidetrack Hawk and demolish them all—with ease. 
month we’re number one on your Animal from their title defenses? WS: Well, Mr. Ellering, I thank you 
Most Popular list and then num- It’s a: hard road when you’re de- for your time. I don’t know if I 
ber one on your Most Hated the fending a world title, as I’m sure agree with your methods, but I 
next. In fact, I'd like that. It you know from experience. must admit that you have led 
would prove how indifferent we PE: Well, that is true, but there’s your men back to a world title. 
are to your ridiculous ratings. nothing more important than PE: I don’t care about your opinion. 
WS: What do you think about the fact proving you’re the meanest and All that matters is that Hawk and 
that you’re still being cheered toughest team in wrestling. You Animal establish themselves as 
even after turning against Dusty don’t have to prove that to any- the greatest team in history—and 
Rhodes? ' body else but yourself. And you the easiest way to do that is to 
PE: That just shows the fans aren’t don’t prove that only by winning cripple legends. Rhodes is next— 


totally insensitive to greatness, I 


or defending titles. You prove it 


and it will be a pleasure. O 
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September 1979/Flair-McDaniel, Gar- 
vin, Ladd, Rhodes. 

February 1980/Rhodes-Funk, Race, 
Spoiler, Brisco, 

May 1980/Koloff-Anderson, Brody- 
Spoiler, Graham, Andre. 

October 1980/Hogan, Flair, Wrestling II, 
Super D. 

January 1981/Morales-Fuji, Zbyszko, 
Thornton, Keirn. 


December 1983/Windham-LeDuc, 
Santana, Sullivan, Garvin. 

January 1984/Andre-Abdullah, Bock- 
winkel, Gilbert, Windham, Flair, Mosca. 
February 1984/Rich-Sawyer, Idol-Han- 
sen, Martel, Parsons, Von Erich. 

March 1984/Starrcade '83, Closeups 
on Atlanta and Dallas cards. 

April 1984/Von Erich-Gordy, Dillon & 
Nagasaki, Graham, DiBiase, Orndorff. 


June 1981/Morales-Khan, Lawler, May 1984/LeDu r, Assassins, 
Serta nite naa The Men Who Make Wrestling Fly! 

icklu SCA, June 1984/Windham-Fiair, Gilbert, 
Freebirds, Flair, Rich, Junkyard Dog. Sawyer; Bockwinkel, Tsuruta. 
November 1981/Rhodes-DiBiase, July 1984/Flair-Gordy, Duggan, Blan- 
Steamboat, Mulligan, McDaniel, Spoiler, ren Brisco, rote tourny. 
December 1981/Muraco-Morales, 


Patera, Steele, Andre. 
March 1982/Valentine, Brisco-Funk, 
Steele, Flair, Hayes. 
April 1 iler, Idol-Hayes, Mo- 
rales, Super D, Ladd. 
May 1982/Rich-Flair, Backlund, Super- 
Star, Dillon, Wrestling Il. 
June 1982/Tommy Rich, Jimmy 
Snuka, Wrestlers rate each other. 
July 1982/Steamboat-Idol, Albano, 
Rhodes, Patera. 
August 1982/Piper-Rich, Flair-Slater, 
Rhodes, Valentine, Bockwinkel. 
October 1982/Funk-Abdullah, Orton, 
Kabuki, Von Erich. 
November 1982/Piper, Abdullah. Saito, 
Von Erich, Mascaras. 
December 1982/Backlund-Rose, 
Rhodes-Flair, Albano, Humperdink. 
January 1983/Rich, McDaniel-Valen- 
tine, Patera, Brisco, Bockwinkel. 
February 1983/Flair-Race, Morales- 
Rose, Patera, Bravo, Spoiler. 
March 1983/Flair-Bass, Snuka, Sulli- 
van, Steamboat, Patera. 

1 1983/Backlund-Graham, Briscos, 
Rhodes, Hogan, Samoans. 
May 1983/Muraco, Dillon, Sullivan, 
Reed, Brisco, Von Erich, 
June 1983/Piper, Bockwinkel-Patter- 
son, Brody, Sullivan, Baba. 
July 1983/Valiant-Humperdink, Martel, 
Hernandez, Murdoch, Armstrong. 
October 1983/Martel-Valentine, Mulli- 
gan, Lawler, Von Erichs, Bruno. 
November 1983/Andre-Mulligan, Ka- 
Mmala-Brody, Slater, Backlund. 
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August 1984/Rich & Gilbert, Adams- 
Hayes, Von Erich, Faces Of Wrestling, 
September 1984/Fiair-Steamboat, 
Freebirds-Von Erichs—Special cover- 
age of two big cards, 

October 1984/Sullivan-Rhodes, Free- 
birds video, Atias, Orange Bowi card. 
November 1984/Von Erich & Billy 
Jack, Andre, Fab Ones, Summer Wars! 
December 1984/Rich-Gilbert, Martel, 
Mascaras, Youngblood, World Class. 
January 1985/Flair-McDaniel, Missing 
Link, Backlund, Fabulous Ones, Pro 
Wrestling USA, Valentine. 

Februai 
nandez & Nicola Roberts, Bruno Jr., 
Steamboat, Warriors, 

March 1985/Starrcade '84 featuring 
Flair, Rhodes, Steamboat, Koloffs, 1985 
Datebook, Hayes, wrestling school. 
April 1985/Von Erich-Blackwell, 
Haynes-Barr, Hart, Irwins, 1984 in Pic- 
tures, Blair. 

May 1985/Albano, Freebirds-Fiair, 
Steamboat, Hernandez, Las Vegas. 
June 1985/Pro Wrestling U.S.A, Von 
Erich, Richter, Windham, Taylor. 

July 1985/Von Erich, WrestleMania, 
bloodiest matches, Backlund, Snuka. 
August 1985/Flair-Nikita, Orndorff, 
Slaughter, Parade of Champions II. 
September 1985/Adams-Von Erich, 
Omdorff, Sawyer, Kamala, Barr. 
October 1985/Martel-Hayes, Richter, 
Savage, Adams, T.A., Warriors. 
November 1985/Freebirds-Warriors, 
Mid-South, Haynes, Rhodes, Savage. 


1985/Sullivan-Graham, Her- 
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December 1985/Hogan, Zbyszko-Mar- 
tel, Murdoch, Dillon, fiendish faces. 
January 1986/Savage-Santana, Abdul- 
lah, Humongous, Von Raschke, 
Comiskey Park, Taylor. 

February 1986/Junkyard Dog, Rude, 
Patrick, Garvin, Reed, Datebook. 

March 1986/Starrcade ’85, Ventura, 
Windham, Sunshine, Slaughter. 

April bessplie nly ake Martei-Han- 
sen, 1985 in Pictures, Warriors, DiBiase. 
May 1986/Sammartino, R&R Express, 
Sunshine-Hyatt, Slater, Devastating 
Holds, Hall & Hennig. 

June 1986/Hogan-Muraco, Midnight 
Express, Freebirds, Battle of Belts Il. 
July Meee oe ne Blanchard- 
T.A., Matches of '80s, Sheepherders, 
Bockwinkel, Bulldogs. 

August 1986/Crockett Cup Tourny, 
Jake Roberts, Midnight Rockers, Von 
Erichs, Wrestling II. 

September 1986/Bulldogs, Blanchard- 
Gibson, Lugar, Dundee, UWF tourny. 
October 1986/Orndorff, Rude-Brody, 
Bash, Bockwinkel, Gordy, Adams. 
November 1986/Andersons-R&R Ex- 
press, Machine, Gordy, Managers. 
December 1986/Machines, Fantastics, 
Warriors, WWF Muchnick Tourny. 
January 1987/Russians, Hyatt-Dark 
Joumey, WWF Top 50, Fab Ones, 
February 1987/Road Warriors,Savage, 
Windham & Lugar, 1987 Datebook. 
March 1987/Kamala-Hogan, Starrcade 
86, Atlas, Williams, Tatum, 

April 1987/1986 In Pictures, Kevin Von, 
Flair, Rich, Hennig-Bockwinkel. 

May 1987/Nikita-Flair, Bul , Alba- 
no's career, Snuka-DeBeers, Taylor. 
June 1987/Hogan-Andre, Hail, Par- 
sons, Garvin, WWF title history. 

duly 1987/Midnight ess, Sa’ 
Steamboat, Adams, NWA in Boston. 
August 1987/Nord-Kevin, Armstrong- 
Flair, Hogan & Patera, Crockett Cup. 
September 1987/Hogan, Akbar, Luger- 
Nikita, Summer Feude, charty shows. 
October 1987/Windham, Bigelow, 
Bockwinkel, Western States tourny. 
November 1987/Bash, Honky Tonk, 
Hart, Sheepherders, Condrey, 
December 1987/Grappling Ghouls, 
Hogan-Andre, Luger-Nikita, Boesch card 
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JANUARY 1988 


January 1988/Honky Tonk, Garvin, 
T.A. career, Arcidi, Hogan. 

February 1988/Rhodes, Strike Force, 
Rich-Adonis, Hyatt, 1988 datebook. 
March 1988/Starrcade, Survivor Se- 
ries, Simpson, Hennig, Zbyszko. 

April 1988/1987 In Pictures, Tully & 
Arn, DiBiase, Kerry, Orton. 

May 1988/Hawk-Fiair, Andre-Hogan, 
Dangerously, Duggan, Mike George. 
June 1988/Luger-Tully, DiBiase, Ad- 
ams, NWA New York invasion. 

July 1988/Savage wins WWF tourney, 
Rockers-Express, Hayes, Dusty-Rider. 
August 1988/Luger and Sting win 
Crockett Cup, Savage-DiBiase, Nasty 
Boys, Ultimate Warrior. 

September 1988/Predictions Through 
1998, Williams, Rhodes, Bad Company, 
greatest Garden matches. 

October 1988/Midnight Rockers, 
Sting, Taylor, Koloff, Hot Young Lions. 
November 1988/R&R Express, Honky 
Tonk, Von Erichs, Great American Bash. 
December 1988/Warriors, Samoan 
SWAT Team, Hart, Andre, Presidential 
Wrestlers. 

January 1989/Jake-Cheryl-Rude, 
Sting, Lawler, Flair, Savage's career. 
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promoter in Montreal and longtime 
friend to Andre and Bravo. “And he 
fights like it, too. | think it’s great 
that he fights for his country. On the 
other side of the coin, you have 
guys like the Giant and Dino Bravo. 
Both of these men are very proud of 
their. French heritage and will battle 
to the death to defend it. 

“But in the hands of a ‘man like 
Frenchy Martin,” Brito continued, 
“Bravo becomes more than just a 
Quebec patriot. He becomes a bru- 
tal machine of destruction. Andre's 
the same way, too. Before he got 
under the wings of Bobby Heenan 
and Ted DiBiase, he was just a big 
Frenchman fighting in the name of 
his country, you know, like an Olym- 
pian does.” 

Many people believe that Andre 
and Bravo's French patriotism is just 
a front for their hatred for Duggan. 
Both France and Canada are solid 
and reliable allies of the United 
States. It could be that they hate 
Duggan because he’s been more 


successful recently than they've 
been—both in the ring and 
financially. 


“They think that by being patriotic 
to France they’re justifying what they 
do,” said Lou Salamanca, an ardent 
Duggan fan. “But we know they're 
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ANDRE VS. BRAVO 


(Continued from page 49) 


jealous of Hacksaw. They can’t admit 
that he’s better than them. Their 
problem isn’t with this country, it’s a 
personal matter with Hacksaw, that's 
all.” 

But the bulk of the evidence 
points toward a conspiracy. There 
have been reports of secret midnight 
meetings in deserted alleys where 
Andre, Bravo, and Martin exchange 
information on Hacksaw’s strengths 
and weaknesses. 

‘They have spies at all of Dug- 
gan’s matches,” said a former asso- 
ciate of Martin’s, “and | don’t just 
mean out in the audience. There are 
people in the locker rooms who 
hear what Duggan says and see 
what injuries he might have suffered 
that night. Andre and Bravo hear 
about this stuff and it gives them a 
big advantage.” 

It is one thing to possess this criti- 
cal information; the important step is 


to act on it. And that’s where Andre 
and’ Bravo have failed. Duggan 
comes out of his encounters with 
them stronger, more determined— 
and more patriotic—than ever. 
“Duggan thrives on adversity,” 
said a WWF source who attends 
most. of Hacksaw’s matches. “He's 
battled adversity his whole career. 
Andre and Bravo are tough, but 
Duggan’s fought even tougher bat- 
tles. He gets especially psyched up 
when somebody knocks the U.S. 
That makes him fight even harder.” 
Martin’s old associate also said 
that Bravo and Martin engage in ver- 
bal warfare with the fans. “Frenchy 
and Bravo love to taunt the Ameri- 
can fans by speaking French,” he 
said. “Bravo says he wrestles better 
when the fans get all riled up. Some- 
times Frenchy likes to make the ex- 
cuse that they speak French because 
there are a lot of French-Canadian 


Andre throttles Duggan with the strap of his tights (top left). Duggan fights the force of 
Andre’s bearhug (below). Bravo's chinlock seems particularly hard on Hacksaw (opposite 
page). Duggan is winning this war, but the last shot has yet to be fired. 


fans, but that’s not the truth. They 
don’t care much about those fans, 
either.” 

One man who is, from all ac- 
counts, not involved with this partic- 
ular plot is Heenan, still Andre's 
manager of record. In fact, “The 
Brain” wishes Andre would concen- 
trate more energy on defeating Ran- 
dy Savage and winning the WWF ti- 
tle, and less energy worrying about 
Duggan. 

“That's why this plot against Dug- 
gan will ultimately fail,” said the 
WWF source. “To be successful, An- 
dre has to concentrate on either 
Hacksaw or Savage; he can’t do 
both. Heenan hates Duggan almost 
as much as Andre does, but his first 
goal is the World title. He wants An- 
dre to be focused on that. 


“Eventually, | think Heenan will 
win out,” the source continued, 
“and Andre will give up on Duggan. 
Then Bravo alone won't be able to 
get the job done. This so-called 
‘French Connection’ will just peter 
out.” 

But don’t tell Andre and Bravo 
that. They're still determined to bat- 
ter and bruise Duggan until he quits 
wrestling. It’s a long shot, but they're 
not ready to give up. 0 
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contains a fabulous full-color centerfold! Quantities are limited, 
so order yours today. 


SUMMER 1986 


WINTER 1984/Color pinup: Billy Jack Haynes. 
Stories include: Ventura, Adams, Martel, Flair, 
Reed. 

FALL 1985/Color pinup: Steve Keirn & Stan 
Lane. Stories include: Albano & Hogan, DiBiase, 
Warriors, Garvin. 

WINTER 1985/Color pinup: Barry Windham. 
Stories include: Hogan, Zbyszko, Kerry, R&R Ex- 
press, Steamboat, Thesz. 

SPRING 1986/Color pinup: The Road Warriors. 
Stories include: Martel, Savage vs. Poffo, Ho- 
gan, Santana, Steamboat. 

SUMMER 1986/Color pinup: Rock 'n’ Roll Ex- 
press & Magnum T.A. Stories include: Flair, 
Warriors, JYD, Magnum, Williams. 

FALL 1986/Color pinup: Randy Savage. Stories 
include: R&R Express, Missy, Roberts, Wind- 
ham. Luger, Rhodes. 

WINTER 1986/Color pinup: Hulk Hogan. Sto- 
ries include: Flair, Freebirds, Hogan, Andre, 
Watts, Haynes, Fantastics. 


SPRING 1987/Color pinup: The Four Horse- 
men. Stories include: Ventura, T.A., Bulldogs, 
Adias, Savage-Steamboat. 

SUMMER 1987/Color pinup: Road Warriors 
workout. Stories include: Hogan-Andre, Rockers, 
Koloff, Warriors, Hall-Luger. 

FALL 1987/Color pinup: Dark Journey. Stories 
include: Albano, Hogan, T.A., Lane, Hyatt, 
Hennig, Luger. 

WINTER 1987/Color pinup: Jesse Ventura. Sto- 
ries include: Kerry, Rhodes, Hogan, Flair, Honky 
Tonk, DiBiase. 

SPRING 1988/Color pinup: Elizabeth. Stories 
include: Hennig, Koloff, Savage, Strike Force, 
Warriors, Andre-Hogan. 

SUMMER 1988/Color pinup: Missy Hyatt. Sto- 
ries include: Rock 'n’ Roll Express, Hogan, 
Sting, Luger, Owen Hart, Animal. 

FALL 1988/Color pinup: Madusa Miceli. Stories 
include: Savage, Hyatt, Von Erich, Triple Dome, 
Demolition, Steamboat, Heenan, Lawler. 
WINTER 1988/Color pinup: Randy Savage. Sto- 
ries include: DiBiase, Flair, Duggan, Sting, Pip- 
er, Luger, Brody. 
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WRESTLING 
SUPERSTARS 


TOP10 TAG TEAMS 
RANDY SAVAGE THE ROAD WARRIORS 
245, Sarasota, FL Combined weight: 567 pounds 
WWF World champion NWA World tag team cha 
py 2h LAWLER DEMOLITION 
Combined weight: 585 pounds 
AWA Wond mn wecw champion WWF World tag team champions 
RIC FLAIR THE MIDNIGHT EXPRESS 
243, Minneapolis, MN ee weight: sped daa 
NWA Wi champion Contenmora: NW NWA tag team title 
LEX LUGER PAT TANAKA & PAUL DIAMOND 
268, Chicago, IL Combined wee 456 pounds 
No. 2 contender: NWA title AWA World tag team champions 
ANDRE THE GIANT THE FANTASTICS 
497, Blase France Cal abe Ss ht: 462 pounds 
No. 2 contender: WWF No. 1 cukomtorea tag team title 
GBARRY dag Orn, & RAYMOND ROUGEAU 
U.S. heavyw ie mpion ectealanis Wi WWE tag team title 
KERRY VON ERICH THE HART FOUNDATION 
ex perl ™ Combined ps oth $15 
1 contender: WCCW & AWA titles No. 2 tag team title 
HULK HOGAN THE SAMOAN SWAT TEAM 
302, Venice Beach, CA Combined weight: 510 pounds 
No. 3 contender: WWF World Class Case aT Texas tag team champions 
STING MICHAEL HAYES & STEVE COX 
a A det Beach, CA ipl! weight: 495 
3 contender: NWA title plates oak AWCCW & Texas tag team titles 
7 1 Ou ULTIMATE WARRIOR 1 Onuys BLANCHARD & ARN ANDERSON 
280, ee, Combined weight: 484 
Ric Flair champion AWE tag t tag team title 
NWA WWF AWA WORLD CLASS 
World Champion: World Champion: World Champion: World Class Champion: 
RIC FLAIR RANDY SAVAGE JERRY LAWLER JERRY LAWLER 
243, Minneapolis, MN 245, Sarasota, FL 234, Memphis, TN 234, Memphis, TN 
1—BARRY WINDHAM 1—THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR 1—RONNIE GARVIN 1—ICEMAN PARSONS 
. 263, Sweetwater, TX 280, Queens, NY 231, Montreal, Quebec 245, St. Louis, MO 
2—LEX LUGER 2—ANDRE THE GIANT 2—KERRY VON ERICH 2—KERRY VON ERICH 
268, Chicago, IL 497, Grenoble, France 260, Denton, TX 260, Denton, TX 
3—DUSTY RHODES 3—HULK HOGAN 3—GREG GAGNE 3—JEFF JARRETT 
302, Austin, TX 302, Venice Beach, CA 220, Robbinsdale, MN 200, Hendersonville, TN 
4—STING 4—BIG BOSSMAN 4—WAHOO McDANIEL 4—SUPER BLACK NINJA 
260, Venice Beach, CA 348, Cobb County, GA 280, Midland, TX 245, Tokyo, Japan 
5—STEVE WILLIAMS 5—KING HAKU 5—COL. DeBEERS 5—ERIC EMBRY 
265, Norman, OK 274, Tonga 248, Cape Town, South Africa 225, Lexington, KY 
6—NIKITA KOLOFF 6—TED DiBIASE 6—MANNY FERNANDEZ 6—TERRY GORDY 
275, Moscow, Russia 247, Omaha, NB 245, El Paso, TX 289, Chattanooga, TN 
7—MIKE ROTUNDO 7—THE HONKY TONK MAN 7—SGT. SLAUGHTER 7—KEVIN VON ERICH 


245, Syracuse, NY 
8—BAM BAM BIGELOW 
368, Mt. Laurel, NJ 
9—RICK STEINER 

248, Detroit, MI 


10—EDDIE GILBERT 
222, Lexington, TN 
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255, Memphis, TN 
8—BAD NEWS BROWN 

280, New York, NY 
9—HACKSAW DUGGAN 

280, Glens Falls, NY 


10—DINO BRAVO 
246, Montreal, Quebec 


310, Parris Island, SC 
8—JEFF JARRETT 

200, Hendersonville, TN 
9—THE IRON SHEIK 

263, Teheran, Iran 


10—MANDO GUERRERO 
225, Mexico City, Mexico 


235, Denton, TX 
8—KENDALL WINDHAM 

220, Sweetwater, TX 
9—STEVE COX 

240, Portsmouth, VA 


10—THE BEAST 
375, Botswana 


Top 10.and Tag Team Tatings are based on won- 
lost records for the past month, quality of 
opposition, and inherent skill of each wrestler or 
team. These ratings are compiled by the 


Mmagazine’s editorial board. Most Popular and 
Most Hated ratings are based on nationwide 
telephone and arena surveys of wrestling fans and 


on the volume and character of mail that comes to 
our offices. All other ratings are based on the 
official current positions of challengers to the top 
title in each category; certain titleholders receive 
an automatic spot In the ratings. 


MOST POPULAR 


RANDY SAVAGE 


HULK HOGAN 
302, Venice Beach, CA 
Last issue: No. 1 Most Popular 


MOST HATED 
BIG BOSSMAN 


ANDRE THE GIANT 
497, Grenoble, France 
Issue: No. 1 Most Hated 


STING RIC FLAIR 
260, Venice Beach, CA 243, Minneapolis, MN 
Last Issue: No. 3 Most Popular Last Issue: No. 2 Most Hated 
aioe DUGGAN GBARRY WINDHAM 
280, Glens oon Tes, NY 263, Sweetwater, 
No. 7 Most Popular Last Issue: No. "4 Most Hated 

LEX TUGER TED DiBIASE 
268, Chicago, IL 247, Omaha, NE 

Issue: No. 4 Most Popular Last Issue: No. 3 Most Hated 
THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR RICK RUDE 
280, Quee: 246, Robbinsdale, MN 

Tasues Wo. 10 Most Popular Last Issue: No. 5 Most Hated 
DUSTY RHODES THE HONKY TONK MAN 
302, Austin, TX 255, Memphis, TN 
Last issue: No. 5 Most Popular Last Issue: No. 6 Most Hated 
JERRY LAWLER SKEVINSU SULLIVAN 
234, Memphis, TN 
Last Issue: No. 8 Most Popular Last Issue: Neotel 

QKERRY VON VON ERICH COL. DeBEERS 
248, otek Town, South Africa 
Last issue: Nos 9 Most Popular Last issue: unrated 
JAKE ROBERTS 1 Oe Norea Cu GARVIN - 
246, Stone Mountain, GA 
Last Issue: No. 6 Most Popular Lact tsoucr No Most Hated 
STAMPEDE CWA 
North American Champion: CWA Champion: 
MAKHAN SINGH PHIL HICKERSON 
380, Saginaw, MI 257, Jackson, TN 
1—JOHNNY SMITH 1—JEFF JARRETT 


235, Manchester, England 
2—LANCE IDOL 

225, Hollywood, CA 
3—BRUCE HART 

211, Calgary, Alberta 
4—CHRIS BENOIT 

218, Edmonton, Alberta 
5—STEVE BLACKMAN 

250, Pittsburgh, PA 
6—VULKAN SINGH 

300, Billings, MT 
7—GAMA SINGH 

220, Karachi, Pakistan 
8—JERRY MORROW 

235, Martinique 
9—STEVE DiSALVO 

298, Boston, MA 

10—BEEF WELLINGTON 
225, Lloydmaster, Alberta 


200, Hendersonville, TN 
2—BRICKHOUSE BROWN 

225, Winter Haven, FL 
3—JIMMY VALIANT 

251, New York, NY 
4—ROBERT FULLER 

238, Dyresburg, TN 
5—TOMMY RICH — 

248, Hendersonville, TN 
6—GARY YOUNG 

240, Houston, TX 
7—BILL DUNDEE 

214, Melbourne, AUS 
8—JIMMY GOLDEN 

235, Montgomery, AL 
9—SCOTT STEINER 

2385, Detroit, MI 

10—CACTUS JACK 


247, Truth or Consequences, NM 


220, Houston, TX 


OFFICIAL 
WRESTLING 
RATINGS 


For period ended November 4, 1988 


These ratings are based on the past five issues of this magazine. We 
have examined our ratings for each of those issues—in our Top 10 and 
Tag Team Categories only—and assigned each position a point value: 
10 points for a number-one rating, nine for a number-two ranking, and 
so on down to one point for a number-10. rating. The point values for all 
wrestlers in the past five issues have been compiled, allowing a maxi- 
mum of 50 points. Each issue we'll present the top five finishers in 
gach category. While our regular ratings reflect the past month, these 
cumulative ratings give an indication of wider trends in the sport. 


2—RANDY SAVAGE wiissssrsrerassesesees 38 points 


S—JERRY LAWLER woseceseesne 22 points 
TAG TEAMS 

1—THE ROAD WARRIORS... 48 points 
2—TULLY BLANCHARD & ARN ANDERSON..44 points 
3—THE MIDNIGHT EXPRESS... 33 points 
4—THE HART FOUNDATION ...sscssscvessssrsersees24 points 


5—STRIKE FORCE/DEMOLITION. ...:sssss0000016 points 


CONTINENTAL Icw 
Continental Champion: ICW Champion: 
TOM PRICHARD JOE SAVOLDI 


225, Parsippany, NJ 
1—JONATHAN BOYD 
240, New Zealand 


2—DUNGEON MASTER 
260, parts unknown 


1—TONY ANTHONY 
235, Bucksnorth, TN 

2—JERRY STUBBS 
242, Pensacola, FL 


3—RON FULLER 3—TONY ATLAS 
238, Dyresburg, TN 247, Roanoke, VA 
4—KEN WAYNE 4—JOHNNY CANINE 
208, Memphis, TN 240, Pittsburgh, PA 
5—WILLIE B. HERT 5—VIC STEAMBOAT 
238, El Paso, TX 230, Honolulu, Hi 
6—LORD HUMONGOUS 6—BOSTON BAD BOY 
325, parts unknown 280, Boston, MA 
7—BRAD ARMSTRONG 7—MOONDOG SPOT 
226, Marietta, GA 250, parts unknown 
8—KOKINA 8—CHIEF GATOR WOLF 
340, Samoa 240, Phoenix, AZ 
9—DAN DAVIS 9—THE THING 
238, Nashville, TN 225, parts unknown 
10—THE BULLET 10—SCOTT PUTSKI 
234, parts unknown 230, Austin, TX 
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RATINGS ANALYSIS | 


This column will tell fans how we go about 
rating more than 135 wrestlers in 12 different categories. It is 
a behind-the-scenes look at the most important—and 
respected—ratings system in the sport. This column is vital 
reading for all wrestling fans. 


A new number one! The Road Warriors, NWA World tag 
team champions for the first time ever with their victory over 
The Midnight Express on October 29 in New Orleans, have 
regained the top spot in our tag team ratings for the first 
time since the Summer 1988 issue of Wrestling Superstars; 
since then, the Warriors have been second for two consecu- 
tive issues. The Midnights, who had been rated number one 
in our monthly magazines, are now at number three. Demo- 
lition moves up a notch to number two. Tully Blanchard and 
Arn Anderson, the former NWA World tag champs who held 
the top spot, are now wrestling in the WWF and are ranked 
at number 10. 

“The fact that Animal and 
Hawk are the best tag team in 
the world has never eluded us,” 
said Editor-in-Chief Stu Saks, “It's 
just that it was hard to justify 
putting them on top when they 
hadn't held a world title for so 
long. But now that they're 
champs, they deserve the top 


spot.” 


A new number two! Ric Flair 
has been defending his NWA 
The Road Warriors World title infrequently over the 
past few months against a limited number of challengers 
(mainly Sting and Lex Luger, with a rare defense against Rick 
Steiner thrown in). Jerry Lawler, on the other hand, has 
defended his AWA World title nearly every night against a 
wide range of challengers from several federations. On Octo- 
ber 23 in Memphis, Lawler defeated Kerry Von Erich and 
added the World Class heavyweight title to his trophy case. 
With that in mind, Lawler has moved up a notch to 
number. two in the Top 10 ratings, displacing Flair, who 
dropped a notch. Incredibly, this marks the first time since 
the Top 10 ratings were first introduced in the Fall 1983 issue 
of Wrestling Superstars that the AWA champion is rated 
above the NWA champion! 


Most Hated analysis. Last month in this space, we took a 
look at the Most Popular ratings. Now, as promised, here's a 
brief look at the Most Hated ratings. 

Big Bossman is involved in a feud with Hulk Hogan, and 
that’s enough to put any wrestler on the Most Hated list. 
Bossman brutally attacked Hogan on TV during a Brother 
Love segment after Slick squirted Hogan in the face with a 
foreign substance. A major feud now looms. 

Andre the Giant drops a spot to number two. Over the 


past year, Andre has feuded with Hulk Hogan, Randy Savage, 
and Hacksaw Duggan, three of the most beloved wrestlers in 
the WWF. But Andre has infuriated fans even more with the 
pleasure he seems to take in destroying his opponents. 
Apparently, Andre only cares about money and humiliating 
his former friends. It’s hard to believe that Andre was once 
so popular! 

Ric Flair, a perennial entry on this list, constantly saves his 
NWA World title by getting disqualified, either because of an 
illegal move or the outside interference of manager J.J. Dil- 
lon. And if that’s not enough, Flair is incredibly arrogant! 

The fans still haven't forgiven Barry Windham for joining 
The Four Horsemen. Windham is also feuding with Sting, the 
most popular wrestler in the NWA, and has interfered on 
Flair’s behalf several times ... Ted DiBiase, the ‘“Million- 
Dollar Man,” appeared on TV's Lifestyles Of The Rich And 
Famous and made even more people hate him; DiBiase 
flaunts his wealth, trys to buy people, and has no respect for 
other human beings. DiBiase, however, has had fewer 
matches against Savage recently, which accounts for his drop 
in the ratings. 

Rick Rude’s incredible ego, displayed to the fullest in his 
feud against Jake Roberts, may have been shot down a notch 
by Jake’s wife Cheryl, but Rude continues to wear those 
offensive tights with Jake or Cheryl’s likeness on them. Does 
this man have no shame? ... The Honky Tonk Man no longer 
has the WWF Intecontinental title, so the fans don’t hate him 
as much as they used to; but Honky Tonk is so obnoxious, 
he still earned a spot on the list ... Kevin Sullivan is absolute- 
ly evil ... Col. DeBeers is a racist. He’s also a coward, as his 
sneak-attacks on Sgt. Slaughter clearly displayed ... Ronnie 
Garvin, once a hard worker who respected the fans, has 
succumbed to the almighty dollar. 


A first-timer. That’s the |CW—International Championship 
Wrestling—which takes center stage in our revolving ratings 
category for the first time. The ICW runs cards throughout 
the country, including Canada, most of New England, New 
Jersey, New York, Arizona, and Florida. The champion is Joe 
Savoldi, son of ICW promoter Mario Savoldi. Other stars are 
Vic Steamboat, brother of Rick Steamboat, and Scott Putski, 
son of Ivan Putski. 


How about those Warriors? Do you agree with our decision 
to make them number one again in the tag team ratings? 
And does Jerry Lawler deserve the number-two spot in the 
Top 10? We'd like to know what you think, The address for 
mail is: “Ratings Analysis,” clo Wrestling Superstars; Box 48; 
Rockville Centre, NY; 11571. oO 
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Pro Wrestling Ilustrated’s 


LORDS OF THE RING 


The first wrestling videotape ever is a power-packed hour of action and 
excitement featuring highlights from some of the most memorable 
matches and star-studded cards ever held. 


Some Of The Historic Matches You Will See: 

@Kerry Von Erich wins the NWA title from Ric Flair 

@Ric Flair's victory over Kerry in their Japanese rematch 

@ Roddy Piper vs. Greg Valentine in a dog-collar match 

@Ric Flair regains the NWA title from Harley Race in a bloody cage 
match at ‘‘Starrcade '83” 

@The Road Warriors vs. The Fabulous Ones 

@The Von Erichs vs. The Freebirds 

® Junkyard Dog vs. The Missing Link 

@Plus: A Tribute To David Von Erich; Comedian Andy Kaufman's 
match against Jerry Lawler; George Thorogood’s hard-rocking MTV 
video hit ‘Willie And The Hand Jive” 

@All this, and much, much more. 


Suggested List Price: $59.95 
Special Magazine Offer: $39.95 (+ 5.00 postage & handling) 


Make check or money order payable and send to: 


7] 
TV SPORTS | 
LORDS OF THE RING | 

| 

| 

| 

| 

l 

| 


BOX 48 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 Save $15! 
(i VHS 


Please check which format you want L) Beta 


Please rush me ______ copies of Lords Of The Ring. | enclose 
$44.95 ($39.95 for the tape plus $5.00 postage & handling) -U.S. 
FUNDS ONLY- for each tape | am ordering. 


Name 
Address 
City 


State 


_DOUBLE FEATURE | 


es 


THALY BLANCHARD 
1H AMERICAN 
ORE ASA 


f 
DUSTY RHODES 


Pro Wrestling Illustrated’s 


RINGMASTERS: 


THE GREAT AMERICAN BASH 


The latest from the PWI video library is an hour of action from “The 
Great American Bash''—one of 1985's best cards. More than 30,000 
people filled Charlotte Stadium to witness an evening of super wres- 
ting excitement. Order the tape today and reserve your ringside seat 
for the hottest ticket in wrestling. 


The Card At ‘‘The Great American Bash"': 

®@ Main Event: Ric Flair vs. Nikita Koloff for the NWA World title 
@The Road Warriors vs. Ivan Koloff & Krusher Khrushchev 
®Dusty Rhodes vs. Tully Blanchard (cage match) 

® Magnum T.A. vs. Kamala 

@Jimmy ‘/sliant vs. Paul Jones 

®@Ole & Arn Anderson vs. Buzz Sawyer & Dick Slater 

® Buddy Landell vs. Ron Bass 

@Plus an outrageous six-man tag team match 


Suggested List Price: $59.95 
Special Magazine Offer: $39.95 (+ 5.00 postage & handling) 


Scan Eeeeteemeteteetete 


Make check or money order payable and send to: 


TV SPORTS 
RINGMASTERS 
Save $15! 


BOX 48 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 
[1 VHS LC Beta 


Please check which format you want 
Please rush me copies of Ringmasters: The Great American 


Bash. | enclose $44.95 ($39.95 for the tape plus $5.00 postage & 
handling) -U.S. FUNDS ONLY- for each tape | am ordering. 


Name 
Address 
City 


Se en ee ee 


State _ Zip 


For all orders except U.S. & Canada, you must add $2.00 for each tape ordered for boat mail, and $3.00 for each tape ordered for air mail. 
Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 


SHOW THE WORLD 
YOU'RE A TRUE WRESTLING FAN! 


A FULL LINE OF TOP-QUALITY 


— MERCHANDISE FROM THE LARGEST- 
* - SELLING, MOSTRESPECTED - 
SUUSSSBSS. WRESTLING MAGAZINE IN THE WORLD 
Pron ee@selin 


ILLUSTRATED } 


A favorite among wrestling fans for years. These high-quality, silk- 
screened shirts are a fashion blend of 50% comfortable cotton 
and 50% long-wearing polyester. The official Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated T-shirt is crimson-red with white lettering and comes in 
a selection of four sizes: small, medium, large, and extra large. 


Only $7.00. 
Aa "The perfect companion to the PWI T-shirt. A bright crimson-red 
reon (@grtl! hat emblazoned with a white Pro Wrestling Illustrated logo in 
Jato unique raised lettering for a spectacular three-dimensional look 


and feel. Be the first fan in your neighborhood to wear one! Top- 
quality, long-wearing—one size fits all. Only $7.00. 


Get ready for summer fun the whole year-round with the only 
flying disc to bear the official Pro Wrestling Illustrated name. A 
bright red disc with yellow and white lettering, the PW/ “Skyfiyer” 


is constructed of sturdy plastic for years of enjoyment. A full 9% 
inches in diameter. Only $5.00 a 


The Pro Wrestling Illustrated logo is reproduced in dynamic red 
on a bright yellow background. This giant sticker (3% inches by 
15 inches) is specially made of high-quality vinyl for easy Oe 
application and removal. A guaranteed eye-catcher wherever you 

place it! Only $2.00. 


f vi TLING ill ST T UT] kd) SST 
Wear the Pro Wrestling Illusttated button proudly on your shirt, 

jacket, or hat to show the world you love pro wrestling. A sturdy 
button with safety pin backing, the official PW/ button is oblong in 
shape and measures 1% inches by 2% inches. Dynamic red logo 
on bright yellow background. Only $1.00. 


ALL FIVE ITEMS! YOU'LL RECEIVE: ONE T-SHIRT, ONE HAT, 
ONE SKYFLYER, TWO BUMPER STICKERS, AND TWO 
BUTTONS! THAT'S A.$25.00 VALUE FOR THE SPECIAL LOW 
PRICE OF ONLY $19.95 (save over $5.00!) THE PERFECT 
BIRTHDAY OR HOLIDAY GIFT FOR ANY WRESTLING FAN! 9 2&LUXE PACKAGE 


ie | 


Send To: MINIMUM ORDER $2.00 | 
TV SPORTS : | 
Box 48 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571 | 
| Make checks payable to TV SPORTS, INC. | 
r NAME | 
| ADDRESS APT ] 
| 
CITY STATE ZIP | 
5 
| Minimum order: $2.00. Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. U.S. | 
| funds only. Do not send coins. Offer good in U.S. and Canada only. | 
ce SIZE {Small (Medium (CiLarge XLarge Foreign orders please add $3.00. 
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